
 
 

WASHINGTON STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION 
DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

March 2, 2016, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Earthquake Room, Building 20 B, Camp Murray, WA 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chief Bill Whealan, SERC Chair  
John Butler, Department of Ecology, Primary 
John Geppert, Department of Labor & Industries 
Bill Slosson, Washington State Patrol 
Richard Schroedel, Local Emergency Management Representative, Primary 
Sean Davis, Eastside LEPC Representative, Primary 
Jeremy Beck, Eastside LEPC Representative, Alternate  
Brian Felczak, Westside LEPC Representative, Alternate  
John Ufford, Military Department Representative, Primary  
 
GUESTS PRESENT 
Dan Banks, Military Department 
Catherine Dutton, Military Department 
Ryan Ferrell, Military Department 
Stephanie Hakala, Military Department 
Lee Shipman, Shoalwater Bay Tribe 
 
SUPPORT STAFF PRESENT 
Scott Lancaster, Washington State Patrol 
Susan Forsythe, Military Department 
Deborah Henderson, Military Department 
 
CALL TO ORDER and INTRODUCTIONS 
Chief Whealan called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. and reminded attendees to sign in. At the 
request of the SERC Chair, those in attendance introduced themselves. 
 
Review & Approval of September 21 Meeting Minutes 
Motion: John Ufford made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of November 4, 2015. Bill 
Slosson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting minutes were 
approved. 
 
Standing Reports 
 

• Hazmat Training – Scott Lancaster (WSP) 
o Courses booked for the 16th Annual Hazmat Workshop includes the 24-hour HazMat 

On-Scene Incident Command, 16-hour Safety Officer, a chemistry course taught by 
Dave Byers (Department of Ecology), a rail course instructed by Justin Piper 
(BNSF) and Virtual Pipeline by Chief Chris Christopoulos. 

• SERC Sponsored Events – Susan Forsythe (EMD) 
o The 16th Annual Hazmat Workshop is scheduled to take place at the HAMMER 

Training Facility from April 1-3, 2016. Registration for the upcoming Annual Hazmat 
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Workshop will close March 15th. Stephanie Hakala, Training and Exercise 
Coordinator, will be sending e-mails to registrants regarding where to make hotel 
reservations. 
 

o LEPC-Tribal Conference is scheduled for May 17-19 at Campbell’s Resort, Chelan. 
The schedule for the conference will be half day/full day/half day as in past years.  

• EPCRA Compliance – John Butler (Ecology) 
o Ecology and EPA presented several EPCRA Workshops statewide November - 

January.  They also conducted several inspections that resulted in facilities that had 
failed to report for a few years submitting their reports.  

 
o There were no major problems with the new reporting form and new online reporting 

applications that were launched.  At the close of business, yesterday (March 1st due 
date) 4,265 facilities had reported to the SERC.  We expect several more paper 
reports to arrive in today's mail.  Last year 4,550 facilities reported.  Sadie intends to 
send delinquent notifications to about 300 businesses this week.  

 
o As soon as all data from the paper submissions has been entered, Sadie will notify 

mobile app users that current data is available for download. 
 

o Folks were reminded about the mobile app - WA EPCRA available on Google Play 
and Apple Store. 

 
• Budget Report – Deborah Henderson (EMD) 

o An e-mail will be provided to the SERC members with an update by the end of next 
week. 

 
• HMEP Grant Status - Deborah Henderson (EMD) 

o An e-mail will be provided to the SERC members with an update by the end of next 
week. 
 

• LEPC Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Planning Status - Susan Forsythe (EMD) 
o Susan Forsythe introduced staff to support planning positions funded by HB 1449. 

Ryan Ferrell will be located at the Yakima Readiness Center for Central 
Washington, Catherine Dutton will be placed in Snohomish County for Western 
Washington, and Pete Hartman will be in the Spokane Readiness Center for 
Eastern Washington.        

 
• Strategic Plan Review – Chief Whealan (SERC Chair) 

o There are a number of vacancies that need to be filled:. Private Industry Primary 
and Alternate Representative’s, Local Emergency Planning Committee Eastside 
Alternate Representative, and Local Emergency Planning Committee Westside 
Primary Representative. 

o John Butler reported on the status of HB 2575 that may address parts of Goal 2A of 
the SERC Strategic Plan  

Action Item:  Draft a letter to be sent out by the SERC chair requesting letter of interest to 
fulfill these positions. Requests to be submitted by May 1, 2016. 

o John Ufford spoke of the need to get private business on the Commission 
o TRAIN program is up and running and should be used for the LEPC Conference 

registration. 
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New Business 
• EPA Regions 8, 9, and 10 sponsored Western States SERC meeting highlights. 

o Susan Forsythe – Online LEPC training by the EPA – 11 hours of good information 
o Chief Whealan- Conference had great information. A common theme was that every 

SERC seems to be struggling for an identity. What control does the SERC have 
over anything? 

o Alternate funding mechanisms: Nevada was utilizing local businesses to supplement 
funding. Not a lot of money, but it does help offset costs. 

o Every western state except Alaska participated. 
o Area of emerging importance is chemicals at schools. What do they have? Do they 

know what they have? How is it stored? School districts can but don’t participate in 
LEPC. Need to change this. 

• City of Yakima LEPC application status-Chief Whealan (SERC Chair) 
o As of 2014, want to stand alone from Yakima County.  Feel that the issue is money. 
o There is precedent for this (i.e. Seattle). 
o HUGE undertaking – Yakima County would have to completely rewrite plan. 
o How does SERC move forward? 

 Need to lay out a pathway.  How are they going to meet the 
requirements? Need to understand what their plan is before giving 
separate status. 

• Local Emergency Planning Committee Westside Representative - Chief Whealan (SERC 
Chair) 

o John Wheeler left for Oregon. Brian Felczak is alternate. Send out information to 
see if there are individuals interested in filling this position. 

• EMD Vacancies – John Ufford (EMD)  
o Kurt Hardin is now Deputy Director 
o TJ Rajcevich is the new Preparedness Grants Section Supervisor 

 Charma is providing program management guidance 
 Deborah is the primary SERC go-to person 

o Casey Broom is the new Human Services Program Manager in the Mitigation & 
Recovery area 

o E&T should have a new training manager onboard by the end of month (replacing 
James Yates) 

Old Business 
• WAC 118-40 update – Susan Forsythe (EM)  

o Susan will be sending her notes and will schedule a follow-up meeting by next week. 
o John Butler believes clarification is needed on the roles of Ecology, Emergency 

Management Division and Washington State Patrol. 
o John Butler of Ecology believesis following up on suggestions that Washington 

State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) and Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (OSPI) should be part of the SERC.  He requested that SERC members 
be prepared to share their recommendations at the May 17 meeting.  

• Action Item:  Add to next agenda to discuss 
    

Round Table Discussion 
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• Richard Schroedel shared of an upcoming Oil Train Symposium put on by the Center for 
Regional Disaster Resilience. The Symposium will be located in Lakewood at the McGavick 
Conference Center in Lakewood. This symposium would will be a worthwhile for SERC 
members and LEPCs to attending. Information can be found at the following link: 
http://www.regionalresilience.org/oil-train-safety-symposium.html 
 

Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:37 ap.m. 
 
 

http://www.regionalresilience.org/oil-train-safety-symposium.html

