Washington SECC Meeting Minutes
May 19, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 AM by Chair Ted Buehner.
Introductions were made. The previous minutes for the March meeting were
approved. Sirius/XM was added to the agenda under New Business.

Announcements

The FCC is asking for a state EAS plan update. The only thing Ted saw that
needed updating was the yearly RMT schedule. Someone from the FCC will meet
with Ted and possibly Lowell to go over our state plan soon. ARS (Alert Reporting
System) is where the state plans are kept by the FCC. The Feds would like to see
the state plans updated yearly. All the FCCis interested in is the EAS part of our
state plan.

Old Business

The WA PAWS TABs are in good shape. The SECC Bylaws were posted recently.
TAB F9, Tabletop Exercises, has been updated. This is a living, breathing
document. If you are aware of something that needs correcting or updating,
please post it to the remailer.

At the last meeting there was a discussion about the number of RMT’s KATU
(Portland ABC affiliate) was forwarding every month. They have changed the
RMT’s that they will forward to cut down on the test fatigue. They would still like
to have the monthly tests spread throughout the month. Roland was under the
impression that it was an FCC requirement that the monthly test be sent the first
week of the month. He did some research and could not find that in the rules.
Upon further research, he found that it was originally an SBE guideline. So, do we
want to spread the tests out over the month?

The FCC rules require that stations only relay one RMT a month. But some EAS
boxes do not have filters that are sophisticated enough to distinguish between
tests and alerts. So, if you do not air the tests, you, also, do not air the alerts for a
local area. Reaction was generally favorable to spreading the tests out. Lowell
brought up the point that you must look at the intent of the FCC; conducting
training and doing testing helps verify that the system works as intended.


https://mil.wa.gov/wa-paws

A decision on this will be deferred to the July meeting. Roland will be working on
the 2027 schedule to be presented at the September meeting.

New Business

When EAS messages, either tests or an actual alert, are sent via CAP without an
audio file attached, the EAS boxes at the individual stations use their text to
speech function to air the audio part of the message. The audio quality can vary
greatly. In the early days of CAP, originators were encouraged to record audio
and send it with the text. But that presented its own audio quality problems.
Back then, most originators used AlertSense (AKA My States USA) which had its
own text to speech converter which allowed the originators to create the
message, preview it and make any necessary corrections. There are now many
more origination software products available, but few seem to have that
capability.

The best practice today is to record an audio file to attach to the message. To
gain proficiency, practice by doing it for the tests. In real events you do not
necessarily have time to re-record a message. Having scripts pre-written for
possible events could be very helpful in an emergency. The WA-PAWS tabletop
exercise tab can help LECCs and originators in drafting pre-written scripts for
various local events.

When Spokane changed IPAWS origination systems, Simone found that there
were many location names that were mis-pronounced. She has been working
with her provider to fix that. She has made templates and tested them to make
sure they will work as expected in an emergency.

Lowell pointed out again that different EAS boxes at the stations can handle the
text differently. So, the same text can be pronounced differently at the different
stations. Chris (KATU) suggested sending an audio file even if it comes from your
own text to speech generation. At least you’ll know how it sounds at the
receiving end. Possibly there are some free Al Tools that could be used to
generate messages.

Simone reminded emergency managers that EAS is a collaboration with
broadcasters. The FCC requires broadcasters do their own testing. The relaying
of alerts is voluntary. They have chosen to support emergency management. To
treat it as a collaboration, find out what works for broadcasters. Ask them what
would make your messages less disruptive and more useful to their audiences.



And search out and get to know all the broadcasters in your area. And encourage
them to participate in your LECC Meetings.

The Spokane National Weather Service Office issued dust advisories and warnings
on May 13 through both EAS and WEA. There were no known issues on their
end. They would like some feedback on the messages. This will be discussed at
their LECC Meeting.

There have been some instances of RMT’s carrying the wrong event code. This
can make the messages have wider distribution than intended. The header has
information about the message. Originators must have all the fields filled out
correctly so that the EAS boxes at the stations know what to do with the
message.

Many stations run their boxes in automation mode, so the box decides, without
human intervention, what to do with the message. This means that originators

need to take care to fill all the fields correctly in their origination software and if
they use templates, make sure they are correct.

Sirius/XM has paused doing RWT’s while they are making some internal system
changes.

Committee Reports

Training: Ted has refreshed the Tabletop Exercise TAB (F9) on WA PAWS.

RMT Schedule: Roland plans to draft two RMT schedules for next year. One will
have the tests in the first week like we do now. The other will have the tests
spread throughout the month. These will be presented at the July meeting. We
can then discuss which schedule we will end up using. Roland will use feedback
from the meeting to create a final version of the schedule to be approved at the
September meeting. This will leave the November meeting to clean up any loose
ends and approve the 2027 RMT schedule so it can be distributed in advance.

Local Area Reports

The Central Puget Sound local area hosted an alerting seminar with the IPAWS
program office. Participants included King, Pierce, Snohomish and Kitsap
Counties, the City of Seattle, and the KIRO engineering staff. The LRN is working
as expected. The scheduled RMT’s have been sent successfully.

The Coastal area has an LECC meeting scheduled for June.


https://mil.wa.gov/wa-paws

In the Columbia Basin, they had a meeting with their broadcasters. They went
over the changes in the updated Columbia Basin Operational plan. They have
been doing some testing on their VHF frequency.

For those that are still working on updating their LECC plans, Lowell, Ted and
others are available to help.

Kyra Tirey reports from Kittitas County that they have been busy getting ready for
fire season. They will have an alert originators’ meeting in June. They will verify
that everyone can log into their alerting software and that they all know how to
record audio.

Lewis County usually records their alert audio, but they recently used their
Everbridge text to speech for their annual dam exercise, and it sounded okay.

In the North Central local area Douglas County originated the May RMT. They did
a fantastic job. They have been working towards adding Douglas County as an
originator for quite some time. Their Spring LECC meeting is scheduled for June
11th at the brand-new Chelan County Emergency Management facility.

In the Okanagan, fire season is starting. Maurice suggested that it might be
interesting for everyone to see a demonstration of how alerts are originated.

Stakeholder Reports

WEMD: Nothing new on the SRN.
NWS: Still preparing for the World Cup.

Other Business

None.
The meeting ended at 10:48 AM.

Please share future agenda items with SECC Administration Assistant Scott Sipe at
scott.sipe@alphamediausa.com who compiles the agenda.

For information on joining the SECC remailer, go to this link.

The next meeting will be remote on Tuesday, July 14, 2026, at 9:30 AM PDT on
Zoom.


mailto:scott.sipe@alphamediausa.com
http://sea.sbe16.org/mailman/listinfo/eas-wa

CHATBOX

00:34:43 Clint Davis- Chehalis Tribal Emergency Manager: Hi, I'm
transcribing this call with my Tactigq AI Extension.
https://tactig.io/r/transcribing

00:40:26 Charlotte Dewey NOAA NWS: I was late to join. Charlotte
Dewey, NOAA NWS Spokane, present.

01:01:48 Nathan Johnson - West Pierce Fire & Rescue: Nathan Johnson -
Emergency Management Coordinator West Pierce Fire & Rescue

01:03:39 Simone Ramel-McKay, Spokane County EM: Code of Federal
Regulations: https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-47/chapter-I/subchapter-
A/part-11 Subpart E discusses Tests of EAS Procedures.

01:17:01 Ted Buehner - Washington SECC Chair: HOME | The Warn Room
A great resource on EAS and WEA message wording based on social science,
and broadcaster needs.

01:17:57 Chris Arnesen, KATU: For finding out who your television
broadcasters are, I would recommend checking out
https://www.rabbitears.info/ and using the Signal Search Map.

01:19:50 Simone Ramel-McKay, Spokane County EM: Thanks for that link
Chris!

01:22:29 Simone Ramel-McKay, Spokane County EM: Thanks Char!

01:23:04 Charlotte Dewey NOAA NWS: Reacted to "Thanks Char!" with (é
01:29:50 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): I'm sorry, I have to leave for
another meeting. I don't have any updates, but if anyone has anything for
me, don't hesitate to email me. Thank you!

01:44:02 Bruce Hart: Douglas sent a double message- the message was
repeated twice and was on the air twice as long.
01:47:46 Sean Davis, Franklin County EM: Ted for Yakima. I would go
with Tony Miller - antone.miller@co.yakima.wa.us
01:49:13 Charlotte Dewey NOAA NWS: Thanks Ted, Lowell and all!
2026 SECC LOCATION
MEETING DATES
Tuesday July 14 Anticipate SECC Meetings will
Tuesday Sept 8 remain virtual via Zoom until

Tuesday Nov 10 further notice.

Note —

> The above schedule can be altered by the SECC as needed, particularly if that second Tuesday of
the month conflicts with a holiday or other special day.

> The SECC may hold special meetings as required.

To subscribe to the Washington State EAS remailer, follow this link.


http://sea.sbe16.org/mailman/listinfo/eas-wa

SECC Members

POSITION NAME PRESENT
Chair Ted Buehner X
Vice Chair Lowell Kiesow X
Chair Emeritus Clay Freinwald
WAEMD Chair Kevin Wickersham
WAEMD A&W Meredith McClurkan X
WAEMD Multilingual
NWS Reid Wolcott
WEA Bill Peters
AMBER Coordinator Mary Jo Margeson X
Eastern WA Leaders Sandi Duffey X
Charlie Osgood X
Data Base Manager Simone Ramel-McKay X
FEMA Reg 10 Rebecca Dance
Technical Committee Lowell Kiesow X
Comm Systems Chair
Cable TV - Comcast Trevor Nelson
Administrative Assistant Scott Sipe X
Recording Secretary Terry Spring X
Amateur Radio Monte Simpson
Test Coordinator Roland Robinson X
WSAB Keith Shipman / Jim Rose
LECC Chairs
OPERATIONAL AREA NAME PRESENT
Central Puget Jason Shirron
Clallam Justine Chorley
Coastal Pat Anderson
Columbia Basin Sean Davis X
Cowlitz/Wahkiakum John Mackey X
Austin Smith
Scott Neves
Inland N.W. Simone Ramel-McKay X
Kittitas Kyra Tirey X
Lewis Erika Katt
Justin Bushnell (EM) X
Mason/Thurston Sonya Kroese
North Central Charlie Osgood X

No. Puget Sound

Dan McDermott
Dave Halloran

Okanogan

Maurice Goodall

'Yakima

Angela Brown
(SunComm)




OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE

NAME AFFILIATION PRESENT
Adenea Sellars Stevens County DEM X
Chris Arnesen KATU X
T. Chris Lee Walla Walla Co. EM X
Keith Smeal Bonneville Seattle X
Clint Davis Chehalis Tribal Emergency Management X
Kirsten Hoffman City Of Puyallup X
Tony Bench Benton County EM X
Charlotte Dewey NWS Spokane X
George Long WSEM X
Bruce Hart KWPX-TV X
Cal Bray Chehalis Tribe EM X
Dana Roberts Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe EM X
Justin Ross Island County EM X
Justin Bushnell Lewis County EM X
Lori Caswell Okanogan County Emergency Management X
Nathan Johnson West Pierce Fire & Rescue X
Serena Rotondo West Pierce Emergency Management Coalition X
Sofia Kohfield Island County 911 X




