Washington SECC Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 9:32 AM by Chair Ted Buehner.
Introductions were made. The previous minutes for the January meeting were
approved.

Announcements

Kyra Tirey is the new LECC representative for Kittitas County. She replaces
George Long who now works for the state. She is an Emergency Management
Specialist at the Kittitas County Sheriff’s Office. Previously, she was a dispatcher
for the county 911.

Keith Shipman is leaving his position at the Washington Association of
Broadcasters in the near future. His replacement should be announced soon.

The FCC has issued a public notice on the growing threat of cybersecurity
disruptions. Intentional cybersecurity disruptions continue to grow rapidly. The
notice describes the various ways ransomware can be introduced and the
substantial harm it can inflict. See the notice here.

Ted requested that the May SECC Meeting be moved from the 12t to the 19",
He will be out of town delivering a FEMA course elsewhere in the country around
that date. There were no objections.

Old Business

On the WA PAWS website, the SECC roster (TAB B2) has been updated. TAB D2,
the LECC list is up to date, at least for the moment. It must be updated
constantly. Ted sent a draft of TAB F9, Tabletop Exercise Scenarios, to the
remailer. There were no objections to making it final.

New Business

The alerting issues with the LP’s in the Tri Cities have been fixed. The March RMT
was successful and was relayed on the LP’s and the local relay network. The
weather radios around the nuclear facilities were also activated as intended.

Grant County was supposed to originate the March RMT for the North Central
area. When they attempted to do that, they discovered they couldn’t due to an
expired certificate. The notification hadn’t reached them due to a change in


https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-urges-broadcasters-follow-cybersecurity-best-practices
https://mil.wa.gov/wa-paws

management. They are not sure if the explanation they sent to the remailer went
out or not. This is why we test.

There is a concern about having phone numbers publicly available on the
internet, such as in the SECC roster in WA PAWS. Some people are OK with it and
some have concerns about it. It was decided to sanitize the roster on the web
and distribute a copy with phone numbers and email addresses on the remailer.
Barry cautioned that emails are sometimes blocked by “white lists” and that you
should check to make sure emails are actually getting through.

Committee Reports

Training: Ted has posted the Tabletop Exercise TAB (F9) to WA PAWS. There will
be another update shortly.

RMT Schedule: Roland has posted a revision to the RMT Schedule adding Kyra
from Kittitas County. Nothing else has been changed. He has started to think
about the 2027 schedule and how it can be changed so that areas that are close
together can avoid having their tests scheduled close to the same time. He will
avoid making any radical changes.

Local Area Reports

The Central Puget Sound local area reports that the last RMT was successful. The
LRN is working as expected. And they are doing training with FEMA in preparation
for the FIFA World Cup. There likely be a “live” test as part of that.

The Coastal area has been assisting one of their non-comms to get their EAS
equipment back on line.

In the Columbia Basin, they are meeting with the state EMD to share information
on how RMT’s work with the nuclear warning system. They are also working on
the revision of the operational plan.

Cowlitz/Wahkiakum is working to update their local emergency and
communications plans. They are trying to put together a LECC Meeting.

The Inland Northwest local area had a LECC Meeting in January.

Kyra Tirey reported from Kittitas that she is still learning her new role. She is also
preparing for the upcoming fire season. Ted recommended she check out the
FEMA Warn Room. It is designed to provide proper wording for WEA alert
messages and serve as a basis for EAS messages.


https://mil.wa.gov/wa-paws
https://mil.wa.gov/wa-paws
https://www.thewarnroom.com/

Mason/Thurston is still trying to schedule their next LECC meeting. Ted was
invited to come as a guest. How do you encourage and keep people engaged in
the LECC? Ted suggested virtual meetings. Also, maybe do something to make
the meeting interesting like a tabletop exercise, facility tour or? Also,
communication with all the stakeholders is important. Tammy Wright is retiring
from Mason County at the end of March. Her replacement is Tanya Kenner.

In the North Central local area they are planning to have an LECC Meeting in
April, date to be determined. Douglas County is now on the schedule to originate
RMT’s. They are looking ahead to fire season, which is not looking good due to
the lack of snow this winter.

North Puget had an LECC meeting in February. Dan McDermott is retiring this
month.

In the Okanagan they are also preparing for fire season. John Anderson, the
owner of KOMW has passed away. EM has updated their certificates. Both
Everbridge and FEMA were backlogged, so it was really down to the wire when
they got their update. When they tried to send their last RMT, they discovered
that Everbridge now requires an 8 digit passcode instead of a five digit code. This
launch code replaces the long, complicated passcode that FEMA requires and is a
lot easier to use, especially out in the field. They have made arrangements with
nearby counties to send out their alerts if they are not able to.

In the Yakima Operational Area, Mike McDonald has moved to a Hanford
Reservation position. He is still a volunteer with Yakima County.

Stakeholder Reports

WEMD: Nothing new on the SRN. Meredith is available to present at LECC
Meetings. She can talk about the alert and warning center and what the duty
officers do.

NWS: Preparing for the World Cup.

Other Business

Chris Arneson of KATU Portland expressed the concern that his station is airing
too many RMT’s. They cover 7 counties in Washington, and some are not in the
Portland area so they run their own tests. He would like to see the tests spread
out more, so they are not bunched up together. Most broadcasters want to do
the right thing by broadcasting alerts from all of their coverage areas, but they



also want to avoid tune out due to excessive test fatigue. This will be on the
agenda for the May meeting.

The meeting ended at 10:33 AM.

Please share future agenda items with SECC Administration Assistant Scott Sipe at
scott.sipe@alphamediausa.com who compiles the agenda.

For information on joining the SECC remailer, go to this link.

The next meeting will be remote on Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at 9:30 AM PDT on
Zoom.


mailto:scott.sipe@alphamediausa.com
http://sea.sbe16.org/mailman/listinfo/eas-wa

CHATBOX

00:42:44 Kevin Jackman: Kevin Jackman - Skagit County DEM - A&W
Coordinator

Ted I love that idea of reactivating our multiple LECCs in our region in a
joint meeting

00:44:48 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): Hey Kyra, I don't have you in our

Everbridge notification system at the state for Kittitas, can you add your
contact info here and I will get you added?

00:45:10 Kyra Tirey: email/kyra.tirey@co.kittitas.wa.us ph/509 859 6960

00:45:14 Kyra Tirey: Reacted to "Hey Kyra, I don't ..." with Cé
00:45:18 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): Reacted to
"email/kyra.tirey@co...." with

00:45:32 George Long: Apologies for being late, George Long
Washington SWIC with WA EMD.

00:47:29 Kevin Jackman: CodeRED - ransomwared to death - had to get

Rave, haha

00:48:04 Charlotte Dewey NWS Spokane: May 19 works for me!

00:48:40 Sonya Kroese: May 19th works!

00:55:33 Justine Chorley Clallam County Emergency Management: I
wonder i1if FEMA's being shut down contributed? When our certificates
expired FEMA notified us.

00:57:34 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): Well my cell phone isn't accurate
on there...that is Chris's number

00:58:13 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): My office phone should be 800-258-
5990 and my cell is 253-888-9952. It can be updated and I don't care if
it's on there.

01:15:30 Justine Chorley Clallam County Emergency Management: Does
the Warn Room supplement the Message Design Dashboard? Or replace it?
01:17:30 Charlotte Dewey NWS Spokane: As a participant in the INW LECC,
Simone has set up station visits to various TV stations or even a visit to
the NWS. Virtual is a big benefit as well. (For Sonya's question)

01:18:04 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): Replying to "Does the Warn Room
s..."

I was going to ask the same thing...

01:24:06 Ted Buehner - Wash SECC Chair: Scott - Please make the name
adjustments in the LECC Chair list.

01:24:26 Robert Greene Whatcom County Radio Manager: unfortunately I
have to jump off. Thank you all.

01:24:45 Scott Sipe: Reacted to "Scott - Please make ..." with (é
01:29:21 Mason Co EOC: Tania Kenner, tkenner@masoncountywa.gov

01:32:46 Charlotte Dewey NWS Spokane: Thanks for the meeting! I have to
Jump off. See you next time!

01:33:32 Scott Neves Cowlitz DEM: Chris can you please share your
contact information?

01:33:54 Chris Arnesen, KATU: carnesen@katu.com

01:33:57 John Mackey: I have a comment

01:36:50 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): Sorry Y'all I have to leave for
another meeting. Thank you!
01:38:46 Kevin Jackman: thank you!



2026 SECC LOCATION
MEETING DATES

Tuesday May 19 Anticipate SECC Meetings will
Tuesday July 13 remain virtual via Zoom until
further notice. The May
meeting is planned to be in
person, most likely in
Ellensburg.

Tuesday Sept 8
Tuesday Nov 10

Note —

» The above schedule can be altered by the SECC as needed, particularly if that second Tuesday of
the month conflicts with a holiday or other special day.

> The SECC may hold special meetings as required.

To subscribe to the Washington State EAS remailer, follow this link.


http://sea.sbe16.org/mailman/listinfo/eas-wa

SECC Members

POSITION NAME PRESENT
Chair Ted Buehner X
Vice Chair Lowell Kiesow
Chair Emeritus Clay Freinwald
WAEMD Chair Kevin Wickersham
WAEMD A&W Meredith McClurkan X
WAEMD Multilingual
NWS Reid Wolcott
WEA Bill Peters
AMBER Coordinator Mary Jo Margeson
Eastern WA Leaders Sandi Duffey X
Charlie Osgood X
Data Base Manager Simone Ramel-McKay
FEMA Reg 10 Rebecca Dance
Technical Committee Lowell Kiesow
Comm Systems Chair
Cable TV - Comcast Trevor Nelson
Administrative Assistant Scott Sipe X
Recording Secretary Terry Spring X
Amateur Radio Monte Simpson
Test Coordinator Roland Robinson X
WSAB Keith Shipman
LECC Chairs
OPERATIONAL AREA NAME PRESENT
Central Puget Jason Shirron X
Clallam Justine Chorley X
Coastal Pat Anderson
Columbia Basin Sean Davis X
Cowlitz/Wahkiakum John Mackey X
Austin Smith
Scott Neves X
Inland N.W. Simone Ramel-McKay
Kittitas Kyra Tirey X
Lewis Erika Katt
Mason/Thurston Sonya Kroese X
North Central Charlie Osgood X
No. Puget Sound Dan McDermott
Dave Halloran
Okanogan Maurice Goodall X
John Andrist
Yakima Angela Brown

(SunComm)




OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE

NAME AFFILIATION PRESENT
Jerry Olson KBPX Spokane X
Barry Mishkind X
Megan Woods Franklin County EM X
Tammi Wright Mason County EM X
Deanna Davis Benton Co. EM X
Chris Arnesen KATU X
Mireya Garcia GCSO EM X
Kevin Jackman Skagit County DEM X
Robert Greene \Whatcom County Radio Manager X
Tony Bench Benton County EM X
Charlotte Dewey NWS Spokane X
George Long WSEM X
Tania Kenner Mason Co. DEM X




