
Washington SECC Meeting Minutes 

January 13, 2026 

The meeting was called to order at 9:31 AM by Chair Ted Buehner.    

Introductions were made.  The previous minutes for the November meeting were 

approved.   Barry Mishkind added an agenda item. 

Announcements 

Barry Mishkind has had reports from around the country that there were 

problems with the FEMA RWT on the previous Monday.  The test was sent using 

an expired certificate.  So, a properly functioning EAS box would have rejected or 

ignored it.  This detail can be noted in EAS logs. 

George Long of Kittitas County is now at the Washington State Emergency 

Management.  He is looking for a replacement for the Kittitas County LECC Chair. 

Old Business 

The legacy Code Red alerting system was hacked on November 10, 2025.  It was 

dated and not much attention was being paid to it.  Some users were not able to 

log in.  Due to the nature of the hack, and the damage that was done, the system 

was shut down, and the legacy Code Red is no more.   

Crisis24 wanted users to upgrade to their newer version of Code Red, but there 

was resistance because it couldn’t do all the things the users wanted it to do.  

Spokane County, and others, are looking for a new vender.  Anyone who was 

using the legacy Code Red needs to check their IPAWS certificate.  If they were 

issued through Code Red, they must be updated with FEMA.  It should be a 

simple process because it is not a new certificate but an update.  The company’s 

response was less than reactive and there is a lot of hesitation in working with 

them in the future.  Simone expressed appreciation to the state EMD for help 

with issuing alerts until they are up and running again. 

With the addition of the bylaws, there is now a full set of TAB’s on the WA-PAWS 

website.  Ted sent out a draft update to the tabletop Exercises (TAB F9).  He 

added 3 scenarios that are pretty generic so they can be tailored to needs in 

different parts of the state.  Everyone’s situation is different. 

 

https://mil.wa.gov/wa-paws


New Business 

Astound Cable did something about a year ago that degraded the quality of their 

EAS messages.  Charlie, Ted and Keith have written to them.  Keith received a 

reply.  He tried making contact by phone, but he was unable to do so.  As the 

problem has not been resolved, they are planning to get the FCC involved. 

There have been several missed RMT’s since the last meeting.  In Walla Walla 

County, the test was sent and received at the Benton and Franklin County EOC’s.  

But it did not go out on the LP-1, KONA-AM, because their EAS equipment was 

not operational due to a recent move.  Sean added that their LP-2 is under the 

same ownership as KONA, so they are both offline.  This also affects the tone 

alert radios for Hanford which are tuned to KONA.  The Columbia Basin was also 

one of the Code Red victims, so that has also decreased their ability to do public 

warnings. 

Everbridge (Walla Walla’s vendor) also had a hacking attempt, but they were able 

to thwart it, possibly due to their use of two-factor identification.  Sean 

mentioned that he has pushed for everyone using one system.  The downside is 

that if that one system goes down, everybody is down. 

Keith offered to talk to the market manager for Town Square, the owner of KONA 

and KORD, the LP’s in the Tri Cities.  He will explain the importance of getting 

their EAS up and running.  Coincidently, FEMA plans a visit later this year as part 

of the bi-yearly certification process. 

The RMT failure in Cowlitz County was caused by a network failure at Hyper-

Reach Technology.  This has been fixed and they have been assured it won’t 

happen again. 

In the Okanagan, the test was left off their calendar.  That has been addressed. 

In the Central Puget Sound, the RMT that was supposed to be issued by King 

County was missed because the duty officer was called away for a live action 

event.  By the time he returned it was outside the test time window, so the test 

was scrubbed.   

In Island County, their EM Director left with virtually no handoff to remaining 

staff.  When a remaining staff member had his IPAWS access approved, he sent a 

test.  He will soon receive training from Central Puget Chair Jason about how the 

system works. 

Grant County was having trouble accessing the remailer.  It has been resolved. 

https://www.hyper-reach.com/
https://www.hyper-reach.com/


The National Weather Service issued a pair of Flash Flood Warnings during the 

December flooding events.  They are issued when there is an imminent threat of 

inundation or debris flows.  This could be triggered by intense precipitation, dam 

or levee failure, debris flow from a burn scar, etc.  These warnings will always be 

coordinated with other authorities before being issued and will always activate 

EAS.  They do not have to activate WEA, although, some levels do trigger WEA, 

and some do not. 

The initial warning was released overnight.  The second was during the day in the 

Kent-Renton-Tukwila area.  It was coordinated in-person between Reid, King 

County OEM and the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks 

(DNRP) with the information they had at the time.  They knew the approximate 

location of the levee breach.  They knew it was significant, growing, and rapidly 

inundating roads in the area.  This was based on information from DNRP patrols 

that were already in the area.  The parties involved jointly decided to issue the 

Flash Flood Warning, triggering both EAS and WEA.  The breach occurred at 10:30 

AM.  It was reported to the EOC at 10:35.  The decision to issue the Warning was 

made at 10:42.  The information was relayed to the weather forecast office at 

11:44 so they could initiate the warning process.  The alert was issued at 11:51 

AM.  Note that the weather service does not trigger evacuation notices with their 

messages.  At 12:01 PM King County activated reverse 911 with the evacuation 

message. And then at 12:30, due to the Code Red issues, the state issued the 

evacuation notice via WEA.  The parties involved stand behind the decisions that 

were made and are happy with how the process worked.  They learned some 

things and will make some changes for the future.  Jason has received some 

feedback from this event.  If there are equal numbers of complaints in all 

directions, he feels they got it about right.  Most of the complaints from elected 

officials in the cities involved came from the cities that were not represented at 

the EOC.  Reid noted that having a representative for the weather service in the 

EOC made things go a lot smoother. 

Committee Reports 

Technical:  Lowell has been working on cleaning up the remailer.  He has been 

inundated lately with bounce messages from people who have had their email 

address change.  Anyone with an out of date email address must unsubscribe the 

old address and re-subscribe with the new one. If posting something with an out 

of date email address, the post will be sent to the moderator and held for 



approval.  Use the same address that is subscribed to the remailer in order for the 

message to be posted without intervention. 

We actually have two remailers, EAS-WA and SECC-WA.  The SECC has not been 

used for a while so the question is, do we need it?  Its main use was for working 

on the various TAB’s when we were transitioning to WA-PAWS.  It was decided to 

deactivate it. 

RMT Schedule:  Roland missed sending the January reminder, but they have been 

set up for the rest of the year.  Roland will revise the schedule when a 

replacement is found for George Long. 

Local Area Reports 

The Inland Northwest local area is hoping to have their LECC meeting on January 

27.  They are trying to combine it with their Region 9 emergency management 

meeting.  Simone is hoping to have more attendees with a joint meeting. 

Cowlitz/Wahkiakum needs to have a LECC meeting.  As the Cowlitz County EM is 

fairly new, Ted will be sending him some information on LECC’s.  They do not 

have a local plan so that is something they need to tackle in the near future.  

Scott Neves would also like some advice on the SAGE EAS box.  Lowell will assist 

him. 

North Puget needs to update their plan and also have an LECC meeting. 

Mason/Thurston will be scheduling their next meeting soon. 

Stakeholder Reports 

WEMD:  Nothing new on the SRN. 
 
Other Business 

According to the bylaws, we needed to have elections for the Chair and Vice-

Chair positions.  Ted asked for nominations and there was no response.  Simone 

said if both Ted and Lowell were willing to continue, we could just have a vote.  

Ted said this should have been in the agenda, but it was inadvertently left out. 

Simone nominated Ted and Lowell.  A vote was held and Ted and Lowell will 

continue as Chair and Vice-Chair. 

The meeting ended at 10:33 AM. 

https://mil.wa.gov/wa-paws


Please share future agenda items with SECC Administration Assistant Scott Sipe at 

scott.sipe@alphamediausa.com who compiles the agenda. 

For information on joining the SECC remailer, go to this link. 

The next meeting will be remote on Tuesday, March 10, 2026, at 9:30 AM PDT on 

Zoom. 

CHATBOX 
00:35:12 Scott Neves Cowlitz DEM: We also have Butch and Ralph 

from Cowlitz County ARES 

00:48:01 Reid Wolcott - NWS Seattle: Spokane isn 

00:48:17 Reid Wolcott - NWS Seattle: Spokane isn't alone there. 

Lots of appreciation to WA EMD 

00:48:19 Jason Shirron (King County OEM): Will second the 

tremendous help, we had to send multiple WEAs through the State for 

flooding in King County 

00:48:28 Mason Co EOC: The State has also helped Mason County a 

couple of times. Thanks again! 

00:48:31 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): Reacted to "Spokane isn't 

alone ..." with ❤️ 

00:48:35 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): Reacted to "Will second the 

trem..." with ❤️ 

00:48:39 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): Reacted to "The State has also 

h..." with ❤️ 

00:48:41 Reid Wolcott - NWS Seattle: Reacted to "Will second the 

tr..." with ❤️ 

00:48:42 Reid Wolcott - NWS Seattle: Reacted to "The State has 

also..." with ❤️ 

00:49:19 Simone Ramel-McKay, Spokane County EM: Reacted to "The 

State has also h..." with ❤️ 

00:49:20 Simone Ramel-McKay, Spokane County EM: Reacted to 

"Will second the trem..." with ❤️ 

00:49:21 Simone Ramel-McKay, Spokane County EM: Reacted to 

"Spokane isn't alone ..." with ❤️ 

01:07:50 Ted Buehner - Washington SECC Chair: Sandi....can you mute?  

Thx! 

01:09:06 Keith Shipman: I have to jump to another call at 10:15 am - 

no news from the WSAB to report at this time. 

01:09:27 Ted Buehner - Washington SECC Chair: Copy Keith.......thanks 

again! 

01:21:21 Reid Wolcott - NWS Seattle: I concur with removing the 

SECC remailer 

01:23:11 dave halloran: no concerns 

01:23:25 Reid Wolcott - NWS Seattle: rip off the bandaid 

01:26:38 Simone Ramel-McKay, Spokane County EM: Reacted to "rip 

off the bandaid" with 👏 

01:32:29 Sean Davis, FCEM, Columbia Basin Op Area: Absolutely 

concur 

01:32:35 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): Also agree 

01:33:17 dave halloran: I move (nominate) Ted and Lowell continue in 

their current positions 

mailto:scott.sipe@alphamediausa.com
http://sea.sbe16.org/mailman/listinfo/eas-wa


01:33:27 Meredith McClurkan (WAEMD): Reacted to "I move (nominate) 

Te..." with ❤️ 

01:33:32 Reid Wolcott - NWS Seattle: second 

01:35:14 Tania Kenner / Mason County EM: Time for next meeting 

again? 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

2026 SECC  

 MEETING DATES  

LOCATION  

Tuesday Mar 10  Anticipate SECC Meetings will 

remain virtual via Zoom until 

further notice. The May 

meeting is planned to be in 

person, most likely in 

Ellensburg. 

Tuesday May 12  

Tuesday July 13 

Tuesday Sept 8 

Tuesday Nov 10 

 

 

Note –    

➢ The above schedule can be altered by the SECC as needed, particularly if that second Tuesday of 

the month conflicts with a holiday or other special day.   

➢ The SECC may hold special meetings as required.  

 
To subscribe to the Washington State EAS remailer, follow this link. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://sea.sbe16.org/mailman/listinfo/eas-wa


SECC Members  

POSITION  NAME  PRESENT  

Chair  Ted Buehner  X 

Vice Chair  Lowell Kiesow  X 

Chair Emeritus  Clay Freinwald   

WAEMD Chair  Kevin Wickersham   

WAEMD A&W  Meredith McClurkan X 

WAEMD Multilingual     

NWS  Reid Wolcott  X 

WEA  Bill Peters   

AMBER Coordinator  Mary Jo Margeson  

Eastern WA Leaders  Sandi Duffey  X 

Charlie Osgood   

Data Base Manager  Simone Ramel-McKay  X 

FEMA Reg 10  Rebecca Dance X 

Technical Committee  Lowell Kiesow  X 

Comm Systems Chair     

Cable TV - Comcast  Trevor Nelson   

Administrative Assistant  Scott Sipe   

Recording Secretary                     Terry Spring  X 

Amateur Radio   Monte Simpson   

Test Coordinator  Roland Robinson  X 

WSAB  Keith Shipman  X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LECC Chairs  

OPERATIONAL AREA  NAME  PRESENT  

Central Puget  Jason Shirron X 

Clallam  Justine Chorley   

Coastal  Pat Anderson   

Columbia Basin  Sean Davis  X 

Cowlitz/Wahkiakum  John Mackey 

Austin Smith  

Scott Neves 

 

 

X 

Inland N.W.  Simone Ramel-McKay  X 

Kittitas    

Lewis  Erika Katt  

Mason/Thurston  Sonya Kroese  

North Central   Charlie Osgood  

No. Puget Sound  Dan McDermott 

Dave Halloran  
 

X 

Okanogan  Maurice Goodall 

John Andrist  
X 

Yakima  Angela Brown  

(SunComm)  

Mike McMullen  

 

 

 

  

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE  

NAME  AFFILIATION   PRESENT  

Barry Mishkind           X 

Deanna Davis Benton Co. EM X 

Joshua Adkins Pierce County DEM X 

Chris Lee Walla Walla Co. EM X 

Tanya Kenner Mason County DEM X 

Robert Greene Whatcom County Radio Manager X 

Kirsten Hoffman City Of Puyallup X 

Simon Craig Wa State EMD X 

Tony Bench Benton County EM X 

Tammy Wright 
 

Mason County EM X 

 


