Washington SECC Meeting Minutes
November 18, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 9:31 AM by Chair Ted Buehner.
Introductions were made. The previous minutes for the July meeting were
approved. There were no additions to the agenda.

Announcements

The Central Puget Sound LRN repeater is back up and running.

Jefferson County missed the Central Puget Area November RMT since the person
tasked to conduct the monthly test was recently hospitalized by a car crash. As a
reminder, state EMD duty officers can serve as a backup if a local entity cannot
issue a test or real EAS event code for any reason. The RMT was also missed in
Cowlitz/Wahkiakum.

NWS Pendleton sent the October Great Shakeout test as an RWT instead of a
RMT. It was received in every county in the Pendleton district except Benton and
Franklin. There has been some troubleshooting done on the Rattlesnake NOAA
Weather Radio transmitter.

Crisis24 advised their customers that they were suspending their access to their
legacy Code Red software due to a security issue. No one seems to know what is
going on, the extent of the breach, if IPAWS certificates have been compromised
nor a timeline for resolution. FEMA has disconnected Code Red users from
IPAWS out of an abundance of caution. Until this is resolved use your backup,
such as the state EMD duty officers.

Adams County, a Code Red user, was told they would be moved from the Crisis24
platform, creating multiple issues. King County already uses Crisis24 so Jason is
giving them some assistance. Anyone else who needs assistance can find Jason’s
contact info in the chat.

A question was asked about permissions for sending tests and alerts for
neighboring counties, specifically other counties in a local area. That would be
determined by your IPAWS certificate. That information is found on the IPAWS
portal, or by contacting the state EMD. At least some of the local areas were set
up that way specifically so they could send RMT’s to all the counties in their local
operational area. State EMD can help if changes need to be made.



Old Business

Ted sent out an updated version of the By-Laws on the remailer after the
September meeting. He did not receive any feedback. It was moved that the By-
Laws be adopted, seconded and passed. They will be posted on the WA-PAWS
webpage soon.

New Business

Franklin County did not do an RMT in November. They are working with NWS
Pendleton to do one In December.

There is a need to coordinate tests, specifically RMT’s, with neighboring states.
There was an issue with tests from Idaho showing up in Benton and Franklin
counties. ldaho has reviewed our RMT schedule and does not see any conflicts.
Hopefully, that was just a one-off.

The NWS Portland office issued a tornado warning for Pacific County. Some local
broadcast stations did not receive it. The problem is that some stations have
studios in Astoria, so they are likely properly monitoring the NOAA weather radio
transmitter on Naselle Ridge in southwest Washington. Stations with studios in
Grays Harbor may be monitoring the Olympia NWR transmitter. The KNKX
translator in Raymond monitors NWS Seattle. Two Raymond and South Bend
stations have studios in Centralia. TV comes from Seattle or Portland. Weather
service alerts only going to selected NOAA transmitters is a major problem.
Weather alerts need to go to IPAWS for distribution. This has been talked about
for years but still hasn’t happened. [post meeting note — the Astoria and Olympia
NWR stations air EAS events for Pacific County — the problem may involve proper
use of the TOR event code in ENDECs and/or proper clean reception]

Another problem is using fractional county FIPS codes. DASDEC boxes will ignore
fractional FIPS codes if they aren’t programmed into the box. If you really want
the alert disseminated, send it to the entire county.

A television viewer in the Wenatchee area complained about the cable TV audio
and video quality of the emergency alert messages on Spectrum cable. The most
recent complaint eventually reached Charlie who reached out to the viewer and
found out the problem started about a year ago. The audio was distorted and the
video crawl was so fast it was unreadable. Charlie contacted a local Spectrum
tech to start the process of finding out who might be in charge of EAS at the cable



company. He hasn’t heard anything back yet. He is considering trying to start at
the top and work down. Ted said he would follow up with that Spectrum tech.

Committee Reports

Technical: There were several IPAWS outages on 11/18 in the early morning
hours. This was apparently caused by some nationwide problem with the
internet.

Training: Ted is working on some additional tabletop exercises. He got some
ideas at an amateur radio event where he was involved in teaching a class.

RMT Schedule: Even though the 2026 schedule was approved at the last

meeting, there was a lingering missing reply from the Coastal local area. This has
been resolved and everybody is happy with it. The 2026 schedule is now on WA-
PAWS. The 2025 schedule will be removed after all the December RMTs have run.

Local Area Reports

In the Central Puget Sound local area, thanks to the City of Seattle for supplying a
new repeater for the LRN. It has been tested and is working correctly.

In the Coastal area, Scott is working on making the LRN operational while
recovering from a health issue.

Kittitas County EM is giving EAS training to those that need it and will be holding a
catastrophic communications exercise.

In the Mason/Thurston local area, they have ended use of their LRN. Instead, they
have purchased radios that are housed at their local radio stations and
emergency management so that they can communicate in an emergency and
pass on information to the public as a backup communications system. So far,
this is just in Thurston County. They are planning on having a LECC Meeting in
January. They will be working on revising their EAS plan.

In North Central, they did a successful RMT. It was the first one initiated by the
Douglas County Sherriff’s Department. Historically, with RIVERCOM moving away
from alert origination, they have worked with Chelan and Grant Counties. They
usually have their LECC Meetings during April and October. Alerting went well
during this year’s fire season.

In the Okanagan, they had an active fire season and had their share of EAS
messages. Maurice can now monitor his local radio stations.



In the North Puget area, Whatcom County did a successful RMT for November.

Stakeholder Reports

WEMD: Meredith has spent a good amount of time on the Code Red situation.
Nothing new on the SRN.

NWS: The Pendleton office has been working with Yakima to iron out some
bumps with their RMT.

Other Business

None.
The meeting ended at 10:21 AM.

Please share future agenda items with SECC Administration Assistant Scott Sipe at
scott.sipe@alphamediausa.com who compiles the agenda.

For information on joining the SECC remailer, go to this link.

The next meeting will be remote on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 9:30 AM PST
on Zoom.

CHATBOX

00:42:26 Meredith McClurkan - WAEMD: Can you please update the WEMD
A&W position to me, Chris Phillips hasn't been with the agency for a
while.

00:43:24 NWS Pendleton - Katy Branham:Reacted to "Dave added
read.ai..." with &

00:57:19 Jason Shirron (King County OEM) : Anyone who needs
CodeRED assistance: jason.shirron@kingcounty.gov or 206-205-4068
01:05:23 Sid Brown - Idaho OEM: I did receive the WA RMT and
shared with our SECC

01:06:45 Sid Brown - Idaho OEM: Gotta drop for a FEMA R10
NAWAS meeting

01:09:29 Maurice Goodall, Okanogan County EM, Washington: All good
in Okanogan. Have to sign off. Maurice Goodall

01:15:06 dave halloran: Leaving for another meeting...no additional

report from San Juan County - thanks everyone!


mailto:scott.sipe@alphamediausa.com
http://sea.sbe16.org/mailman/listinfo/eas-wa

2026 SECC
MEETING DATES

LOCATION

Tuesday Jan 13

Anticipate SECC Meetings will

Tuesday Mar 10

remain virtual via Zoom until

Tuesday May 12

further notice. The May

Tuesday July 13

meeting is planned to be in
person, most likely in

Tuesday Sept 8

Ellensburg.

Tuesday Nov 10

Note —

» The above schedule can be altered by the SECC as needed, particularly if that second Tuesday of
the month conflicts with a holiday or other special day.

» The SECC may hold special meetings as required.

To subscribe to the Washington State EAS remailer, follow this link.

SECC Members

POSITION NAME PRESENT

Chair Ted Buehner X

Vice Chair Lowell Kiesow

Chair Emeritus Clay Freinwald

WAEMD Chair Kevin Wickersham

WAEMD A&W Meredith McClurkan X

WAEMD Multilingual

NWS Reid Wolcott

WEA Bill Peters

AMBER Coordinator Mary Jo Margeson

Eastern WA Leaders Sandi Duffey X
Charlie Osgood X

Data Base Manager Simone Ramel-McKay

FEMA Reg 10 Rebecca Dance X

Technical Committee Lowell Kiesow

Comm Systems Chair

Cable TV - Comcast Trevor Nelson

Administrative Assistant Scott Sipe X

Recording Secretary Terry Spring X

Amateur Radio Monte Simpson

Test Coordinator Roland Robinson X

\WSAB

Keith Shipman



http://sea.sbe16.org/mailman/listinfo/eas-wa

LECC Chairs

OPERATIONAL AREA NAME PRESENT
Central Puget Jason Shirron X
Clallam Justine Chorley X
Coastal Pat Anderson
Columbia Basin Sean Davis
Cowlitz/Wahkiakum John Mackey

Austin Smith

Scott Neves
Inland N.W. Simone Ramel-McKay
Kittitas George Long
Lewis Erika Katt
Mason/Thurston Sonya Kroese X
North Central Charlie Osgood X
No. Puget Sound Dan McDermott

Dave Halloran X
Okanogan Maurice Goodall X

John Andrist
'Yakima Angela Brown

(SunComm)

Mike McMullen
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE

NAME AFFILIATION PRESENT

Megan Woods Franklin Co EM X
Jordan Hanes Franklin Co. EM X
Wayne Rankin WAGBMPG-Orcas Is. AEC X
Chris Lee Walla Walla Co. EM X
Kevin Jackman Skagit County DEM X
Sid Brown Idaho DEM X
Katy Branham NWS Pendleton X
Holly Woll-Salkeld \Whatcom Co. Sheriff DEM X
Tanya Kenner Mason County DEM X




