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What are USDA School Meal Programs?

USDA= United States Department of Agriculture

➢NSLP: National School Lunch Program

➢SBP: School Breakfast Program

➢Afterschool Snack Program

➢Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program

➢At-Risk Afterschool Program



What are USDA Community Nutrition Programs?

USDA= United States Department of Agriculture

➢CACFP: Child and Adult Care Food Program

➢SFSP: Summer Food Service Program



Why are Child Nutrition Programs important?

➢Child Nutrition Programs help fight hunger and obesity by 
reimbursing organizations such as schools, childcare centers, and 
after-school programs for providing healthy meal to children.

➢Congregate meals, with nutritional requirements provide immediate 
nutritional support AND support lifetime healthy habits

➢Pre-pandemic, our programs serve nearly 156 million meals/year



What happened with school meal programs during the 
pandemic?

March – August 2020

➢WA schools and OSPI took immediate action

➢USDA waivers provided flexibility

▪ Meals free of charge for all

▪ Non-congregate meals

➢Focus on providing nutritional support to students





What happened with school meal programs during the 
pandemic?

School Year 20-21

➢USDA waivers provided flexibility:

▪ Meals Free of Charge for All

▪ Non-congregate

▪ Multiple Meals at a time

➢Supply Chain Issues

▪ Worked closely with WA State Dairy Council

▪ Worked with Distributors

▪ Purchased individual serving size items





What happened with school meal programs during the 
pandemic?

School Year 21-22

➢USDA waivers allowed all students to have access to meals free 

of charge.







What happened with child nutrition programs during 
the pandemic?

➢Additional supports to program operators

▪ Emergency Operating Costs – federal

▪ Supply Chain Assistance Funds – federal

▪ ESSER Funds  - federal / state

▪ Additional USDA Foods - federal



What happened with child nutrition programs during 
the pandemic?

➢Additional supports for children



What we learned!

➢ Families rely on school / child care meals!

➢ Frequent and clear communication!

➢ Swift action is needed! 

➢ Coordination to support meal providers!



What's happening currently with Child Nutrition 
Programs SY22-23?

➢ Return to “normal” operations

➢ USDA support of ongoing supply chain issues 

➢ State legislative support:
▪ Elimination of the reduced price co-pay for all grades

▪ Financial support of the Community Eligibility Program



More Information and Resources

https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/child-nutrition

https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/child-nutrition
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