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SECC Meeting

November 11, 2019

Attendees:

In Person....

Clay Freinwald — Chair

Ted Buehner — Vice-Chair

Terry Spring — KWPX TV

Anthony Clark — Wash St Emergency Management
Chris Utzinger-WA EMD

Lowell Kiesow-KNKX

Scott McDougall-Pacific County EMA

Reid Wolcott-NOAA?NWS Seattle

On Phone.....

Phil Johnson — Central Puget Sound LECC
Alex Brewster — ENTERCOM Seattle
Dave Holloran —San Juan County

John Price-Mason/Thurston LECC

Jason Clapp-Yakima

Arthur Willetts-KWDK

Charlie Osgood-Alpha Media Wenatchee

Introductions were made and the minutes from the previous meeting were approved. Thanks
to Ruth Brownstein.

In addition to the recent FEMA Security Certificate update, the Sage ENDEC had a major
firmware upgrade. There were a number of changes. This is the first time Sage has charged for
an upgrade. The FCC has extended the deadline for installing the security certificate into
January.

The Gold Mountain SRN was discussed. KNKX noticed that they were not receiving alerts from
there. Who is monitoring Gold and what do you hear? And, more importantly, what are you
decoding? Please report on the remailer. Lowell is investigating.

Pacific County ran their RMT and monthly siren tests for November. In analyzing the results
they noticed that EAS coverage was good in the northern part of the county and not so good in
the south. In that area, cable and radio originates in Astoria on the Oregon side of the river.
Scott will be working with the stations there to get them the alerts. There will be some sort of
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formal agreement.

Portland did not sent the November RMT but did do the resend the next week. Oregon does
make-up RMT’s.

The EAS Plan Revision Committee met after the regular SECC meeting. They still need a
representative from the television side. The meetings will continue and be announced on the
remailer.

WMED can either post links to local EAS plans, or host the document in PDF form. It needs to
come directly from the local LECC. The current TAB 24 needs revising. The procedure for this
needs to be in writing to avoid confusion.

The new name for the group is WA-PAWS. We need new graphics. Ted and Clay have met with
Jim Dalke, the designer of the old graphics. He would like to copyright it. The state is checking
into the legality of that.

The Plan Update Committee has been busy. TAB 1-A needs contact info revisions. TAB 1-B is the
meeting schedule. Meetings are the second Tuesday on odd-numbered months. It is also the
committee structure. If you know of any changes that need to be made please put them on the
remailer. Clay will compile them and post them.

TAB 11 is the RMT schedule. Should we do a local RMT the same month as a NPT (National
Periodic Test)? It is not required. But some local areas do not get to originate very often. And
what if it is scheduled the same month as the yearly Tsunami and Drop, Cover and Hold event?
It was decided we would not normally do an RMT the same month as a national test. But, we
would leave open the possibility of modifying that under special circumstances. Phil will add
that information to the document and Clay will send it out soon.

TAB 15 is the National Weather Service Procedures tab. Can the state originate weather alerts
as a backup? They can’t through IPAWS. They can using the legacy AlertSense system. There
needs to be a protocol in place and a procedure for getting information to the WSEM.

Should local originators upgrade their ENDEC’s? The state recommends they do so that they
can continue to poll IPAWS. It can be useful to know what is going on. But they need to be

programmed correctly to do that. Lowell will help with that.

The local COG’s need to do at least one test a month, either EAS or WEA to remain current.
WSEM is exploring creating a Nexus with their Canadian counterparts.

In the Mason/Thurston area, an RMT originated using IPAWS was successful. And their
communications plan is almost done.

In the Central Puget Sound area, Jefferson County is having some problems receiving RMT’s.
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Phil will work with them.

At the WSEM, they are working with FEMA to curtail the distribution of extraneous WEA alerts.
WEA 2.0 is not offered yet. They are working on developing WEA 3.0, and it might be
implemented before 2.0 is ready to go. There is a possibility a private company could offer a
subscription traffic service through the state DOT using WEA. WSEM is against using WEA for
this purpose.

The National Weather Service now has the option of originating Flash Flood Warnings to WEA.
Also, they can now do Snow Squall Warnings. These are not likely to be used for EAS. The
Tsunami Warning Center is working on improving warnings to the inner coasts. They have
limitations they are trying to resolve.

Updates are coming for the weather service HazCollect system. More information will be
coming.

Emergency Managers - Heads up!

Several counties across the country have used FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)
funds to pay 75% of the cost for weather radio all-hazard receivers for their communities. The
FEMA Region VII grants specialist approved a boilerplate grant application that can now work
for every state emergency management organization. HMGP funds are made available
following a Presidential disaster and any county in the original disaster area or not, can apply.

Here are examples of where HMGP funds were used in this capacity......

- Shawnee County, Kansas: Used the grant to pay 75% of the weather radio cost and in Topeka,
folks came by the courthouse or EOC to get a radio for about S8 - quite a deal! The county
placed batteries in the radios and programmed them (thanks hams!) This program has put
around 6000 weather radios into the hands of residents, businesses, and more.

- Okfuskee County, Oklahoma: The county wanted to place outdoor sirens all across the county,
but the cost was too prohibitive. So using US Census data to identify each rural home in the
county, they purchased and distributed a weather radio receiver to each of these homes. The
county paid their 25% share of the cost including batteries, programming and their volunteer
fire dept dropping the radio receivers off at each home.

- Metcalfe County, Kentucky: The county EM not only used HMGP funds to obtain weather
radio receivers, but also a NOAA Weather Radio transmitter to better serve his county.

- Napa County, California: (in progress) A similar Metcalfe County weather radio and NOAA
Weather Radio transmitter effort is being considered there in the wake of the 2017 Tubbs
Wildfire and the most recent Kincade Wildfire.
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The HMGP funding FEMA approved paperwork for this kind of project will be shared with

Washington State EMD soon so any emergency manager across the state in the wake of a
disaster declaration can begin the process of obtaining and distributing very cost-effective
weather radio all-hazard receivers throughout their jurisdiction.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 14 at 9:30 AM at Clover Park. Directions and

agenda will be on the remailer.



