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History and Inspiration

• San Francisco Planning and Urban 
Research Institute (SPUR) Resilient 
City Project.

• 2009 WA SSC formed the Resilient 
Washington State (RWS) 
Subcommittee.

• Common goal of achieving earthquake 
resilience in Washington State



SPUR Resilient City Project

• Four Major Policy Sections - Defining 
Resilience, The Dilemma of Existing 
Buildings, Building it Right the First 
Time, and Lifelines.

• Resilience - Ability to recover – govern, 
lifelines to resume in short time frame, 
people stay in homes, resume normal 
living routine in weeks and return to 
new “normal” in few years.
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RWS Definition of Resilient State

• A resilient state is one that maintains 
services and livelihoods after an 
earthquake.  In the event that services 
and livelihoods are disrupted, recovery 
occurs rapidly with minimal social 
disruption and results in a new and 
better condition.



RWS Values to Achieve Resilience

 Property Protection – Public and private 
property within the State of Washington 
should be built, retrofitted, or rebuilt to 
minimize earthquake-induced damage.  
This includes proper design and 
construction of both structural and non-
structural elements.



RWS Values to Achieve Resilience

 Economic Security – Residents and 
businesses within the State of 
Washington should have access to 
income opportunities to meet basic needs 
before and soon after an earthquake.  
This includes sufficient employment 
opportunities, market access, distribution 
capacity, and supplier access.



RWS Values to Achieve Resilience

 Environmental Protection – The natural 
resources and ecosystems of Washington 
State should be managed in such a way 
as to minimize earthquake-induced 
damage.  This includes the use of proper 
growth management, accident response 
capacity, and industrial safety measures.



RWS Values to Achieve Resilience

 Life Safety and Human Health – Residents 
of the State of Washington should not suffer 
life-threatening injuries from earthquake-
induced damage or develop serious illness 
from lack of emergency medical care after 
and earthquake.  This includes enforcing 
and updating building codes, eliminating 
non-structural hazards, and ensuring 
continuity of emergency heath care.



RWS Values to Achieve Resilience

 Community Continuity – All communities 
within the State of Washington should 
have the capacity to maintain their social 
networks and livelihoods after an 
earthquake disaster.  This includes 
prevention of social-network disruption, 
social discrimination, and community bias.



Goals and Long Term Outcomes

 Action and progress.
 50 year time frame to achieve resilience.



Future Opportunities to Contribute

 Continue with workgroups – will need 
leaders.

 Future workshop in Spring 2011.
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