
SECC Meeting 1 

January 9, 2018 2 

 3 

Present: 4 

Terry Spring-KWPX TV 5 

Chris Utzinger-WA MIL EMD 6 

Anthony Clark-WA MIL EMD 7 

Lowell Kiesow-KNKX 8 

Carri Gordon-WSP 9 

Rafael Estevez-WA EMD 10 

Clay Freinwald-CFTS 11 

Jon Kasprick-SBE 12 

Gregory D’Elia-KBCS 13 

Sandi Duffey-Grant Co. EM 14 

Jon Hamilton-KAOS 15 

Gabby Corchado-Comcast 16 

Ruth Brownstein-KAOS 17 

Ted Buehner-NWS Seattle 18 

Keith Shipman-WSAB 19 

 20 

 21 

Phone: 22 

Phil Johnson-Central Puget Sound LECC 23 

John Price-Mason/Thurston LECC 24 

Charlie Osgood-Alpha Media 25 

Dave Holloran-San Juan Co. 26 

Arthur Willetts-KWDK TV 27 

Maurice Goodall-Okanagon Co. 28 

Seth MacMillan-KCWT 29 

Chris Murray-Oregon SECC 30 



 31 

Clay called the meeting to order at the studios of Northwest Public 32 

Radio at Clover Park Technical College.  Introductions were made.  The 33 

previous minutes were approved. 34 

 35 

Clay has requested that all TAB 1 participants send him meeting agenda 36 

items.  This is supposed to be a collaborative effort. 37 

 38 

TAB 11, the yearly RMT schedule, was corrected and re-released on 39 

December 16. 40 

 41 

Brian Daly of AT&T was transferred to Florida some time ago, but he 42 

still participates in the SECC.  He is our inside track to WEA. 43 

 44 

The Gold Mountain SRN repeater has been repaired.  It is tested by 45 

sending a RWT every Tuesday at 11:06 AM. 46 

 47 

An adjacent EAS area map was distributed.  This will be helpful to 48 

stations that are near borders. 49 

 50 

Oregon is working to create analog backup systems to distribute EAS.  51 

The internet may not work in a disaster.  The internet is also open to 52 

shut down due to cyber-attack. 53 

 54 

We do not know how many LRN’s are active in Washington.  John Price 55 

will do a survey and try to find out. 56 

 57 

TAB 1 has been revised to reflect recent changes. 58 

 59 

In old business, TAB’s are being updated.  TAB 21, Wireless Emergency 60 

Alerts (WEA), is being worked on.  TAB 24, LECC Guidelines, has been 61 

completed.  The TAB 10 Introduction, How-To-Use and Explanation has 62 

been completed and approved.  TAB 10-J, Mason/Thurston, is ready.  63 



TAB 10-A, Central Puget Sound, is awaiting the stabilization of the 64 

market. 65 

 66 

The SECC remailer was discussed.  The organization is a group effort 67 

and not as simple as it used to be.  Better communication is needed.  68 

There have been complaints about too much traffic on the remailer.  69 

Clay created an Outlook group for the core members of the committee, 70 

but that proved to be rather clunky.  A new remailer was created 71 

mainly for the members listed in TAB 1 and other core members.  SECC 72 

business will be conducted here:  http://sea.sbe16.org/mailman/listinfo/secc-wa.  73 

You only need to subscribe to one list.  Posts from the original remailer 74 

will be cross-posted to the new one.  Subscribing is self-service.  This 75 

will be a “work in progress”.  There may be further changes depending 76 

on how it works. 77 

 78 

The recent Multi-lingual EAS survey provided some useful information.  79 

Washington will file a response with the FCC by the deadline this spring.  80 

The FCC wants facts.  Oregon will be filing a response, also.  Their 81 

response rate was 60-70%. 82 

 83 

The Emergency Manager part of TAB 2 needs updating.  This will be 84 

worked on. 85 

 86 

The amateur radio assistance to broadcasters is still being worked on. 87 

 88 

EAS and WEA use during the California wildfires was discussed.  There 89 

were some lessons learned from the fires in the north that were 90 

applied to the fires that came later in the south.  Training is needed not 91 

only for the people originating the alerts, but also the public who are 92 

receiving them.  There was confusion about which tools to use.  We 93 

saw some of the same problems here during the recent train 94 

derailment. 95 

 96 

http://sea.sbe16.org/mailman/listinfo/secc-wa


Facebook was used for warnings during the Scatter Creek fire in Ground 97 

Mound last August.  It was thought that WEA covered too wide an area. 98 

 99 

Gabby did a great job on the Glossary, TAB 7.  It will be on the remailer 100 

for comments.  Please go over it. 101 

 102 

The rail accident in Dupont on December 18 was discussed.  Somebody 103 

filed a complaint about WEA with the FCC because one of their phones 104 

received the alert and another one did not.  Complaints are common 105 

about WEA alerts.  Carri specifically mentioned AMBER alerts.  There 106 

are differences in the way different carriers handle alerts.  Many drivers 107 

were oblivious to I-5 being closed.  There is no way to reach everybody. 108 

 109 

There have been reports of Colorado EAS messages showing up in 110 

Washington.  Century Link has one head end for their TV service, and it 111 

is in Colorado.  That is where their EAS equipment is located. 112 

 113 

Richard Hall will be the official Washington State Emergency 114 

Management Division rep at the SECC.  He replaces the departed Roy 115 

Benevente. 116 

 117 

Jason Shirron of King County Emergency Management has offered 118 

training on the Sage ENDEC to anyone who needs it. 119 

 120 

Oregon is handling Blue Alerts by using the ADR code.  The information 121 

goes directly to the broadcaster but does not go over the air.  Stations 122 

can use the information or not as they see fit.  Oregon uses ADR to 123 

distribute information. 124 

 125 

Since Ted Buehner has retired from the National Weather Service, 126 

Logan Johnson will be taking over his duties. 127 

 128 



The Washington Emergency Management Division is still evaluating 129 

their response to the train derailment.  They are also responding to the 130 

slide near Union Gap. 131 

 132 

There were 4 AMBER alerts in 2017.  The Washington State Patrol is 133 

consolidating the number of people who can originate the alerts. 134 

 135 

Comcast is preparing for the Blue Alerts.  They are also working on 136 

cooperating with amateur radio operators during emergencies. 137 

 138 

The Mason/Thurston local area is working on their communications 139 

plan.  The last meeting had more than 12 people.  Their LRN works.  140 

They are working out some bugs such as reception issues at some of 141 

their stations. 142 

 143 

It was proposed that meeting dates be set up for the rest of the year.  144 

The following dates were proposed: 145 

 146 

March 13 147 

May 8 148 

July 10 149 

September 11 150 

November 13 151 

 152 

The next meeting will be on March 13 at 9:30 AM at Clover Park 153 

Technical College, Building 11, Radio Conference Room. 154 


