State Mitigation Capabilities

State Mitigation Programs, Plans, Policies, and Fund Sources

The following tables include the plans, programs, fund sources, and policies that represent Washington State’s commitment to long-term risk reduction.
Sources that potentially provide funding for mitigation initiatives are specifically called out. The table also includes federal programs that are dispersed
through state agencies. Additionally, the tables have been updated to incorporate updates or changes since 2013.

Programs encourage certain behaviors or actions

Describes if and how the policy, program, or plan influences, implements, or
interacts with the Washington State Enhanced Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Mitigation

Description
Funding i

State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP

Department of
Agriculture
Livestock Mitigation measure for Provide asset protection to mitigate financial loss
Inspection Program | Animal/Plant Disease in during emergency recovery phase.
SEHMP.
Department of
Archaeology
and Historic
Preservation




Mitigation

Description
Funding P

State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP

Department of
Commerce,
Growth
Management
Services




State Agency

Department of
Commerce,
Local
Government
Division

Program

Community
Development Block
Grant (CDBG)
programs (RCW
35.21, 35.81,
43.168, WAC 182-
20)

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation
Funding

Federal grant
program that
can fund some
mitigation for
eligible
projects.

Description

Several of the seven CDBG programs fund projects
in eligible communities that improve, repair or
rehabilitate housing or infrastructure systems to
meet urgent needs or to deal with an imminent
threat to public health and safety.




State Agency

Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation

Funding

Description

Department of
Commerce,
Public Works
Board

Public Works Trust
Fund —
Construction
Loans, Emergency
Loans (RCW
43.155, WAC 399-
30)

Loan program
can be used
for pre-
construction
costs as well
as emergency
retrofits.

Trust fund construction loans allow for
rehabilitation and reconstruction of eligible public
works systems.

Department of
Commerce,
Research
Services

Bond Cap
Allocation Program

Provides low-cost financing options for projects
with both public and private benefits. The Bond
Cap program manages the allocation of issuance
authority for private activity bond types that are
limited under federal law.

e Low-income housing.

e Exempt facilities (solid waste, electricity, water,
e recycling).

e Small issue manufacturing.

e Beginning farmers and ranchers.

e Student loans.

e (Qualified Energy Conservation Bonds.

Department of
Ecology

Flood Control
Assistance Account
Program (RCW
86.26, WAC 173-
145)

In 2017, the
Department of Ecology
and EMD mitigation are
working together to
align any requirements
or recommendations for
flood hazard mitigation
planning so that a single
flood element could
meet both Ecology’s
extended requirements
and the hazard

Primary state
floodplain
management
funding
program.
Funds regional
flood
specialists and
planning
guidance.
Could fund

Provides that county and other municipal
corporations responsible for flood control
maintenance may apply to the Department of
Ecology for financial assistance for the preparation
of comprehensive flood control management plans
and for flood control maintenance projects as
described in RCW 86.26.105. The department
determines priorities and allocates available funds
from the Flood Control Assistance Account
Program (FCAAP) among those counties applying
for assistance, and adopts regulations establishing
the criteria by which such allocations shall be




State Agency

Program

Floodplains by
Design

Relationship to SEHMP

mitigation plan
requirements.

The FbD program works
with FEMA and the
Washington Emergency
Management Division
on corrective and
preventative measures
designed to reduce
flood damage by:

e Evaluating
community
floodplain

Mitigation
Funding

additional
work.

Program funds
multi-benefit
projects for
floodplain
restoration
and salmon
habitat.

Description

made. Criteria are based upon proposals that are
likely to bring about public benefits commensurate
with the amount of state funds allocated. As of
fiscal year, 2017, this program was unfunded by
the state legislature, though there continue to be
efforts to restore funding.

Floodplains by Design (FbD) is a partnership of
local, state, federal and private organizations
focused on coordinating investment in and
strengthening the integrated management of
floodplain areas through Washington State.
Floodplains are vital to the ecological health of the
state. They are critical to the economic vitality,
cultural heritage and quality of life provided by our
region—from salmon to farmland and commercial
development, and recreational opportunities.

Floodplains by Design is a key strategy for flood
risk reduction, including to SRL/RL properties, since




Mitigation

State Agenc Program Relationship to SEHMP Description
S : : Funding 2
management projects are often considered at the community-
programs. scale instead of the property-scale.

e Reviewing local
floodplain
ordinances.

e Participating in
statewide flood
hazard
mitigation
planning.




. . Mitigation .
State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP Description

Funding




Mitigation

Description
Funding P

State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP

Water Resources Funds drought | Provides emergency water permits, financial
Program — Drought response and | assistance and temporary transfer of water rights
Response (RCW mitigation during a state-declared drought emergency.
43.83B.400 to -430, activities (such
WAC 173-166) as water

permits and

other

assistance).




State Agency

Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation
Funding

Description

National Flood
Insurance Program
(NFIP)

NFIP participation by
local jurisdictions and
the state is a major
mitigation strategy.

The NFIP is a FEMA program based on several
pieces of legislation that originated with the
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968. The
program deals with both riverine and coastal
floodplains. The NFIP is a voluntary program, but
flood insurance is available only in communities
with an approved floodplain management program
in effect. The State Department of Ecology serves
as the state coordinating agency for the NFIP and
works with FEMA and local communities to
address state concerns.

RiskMAP EMD encourages the Program funds | Ecology leads floodplain management in
use of RiskMAP data in advanced risk | Washington, providing technical assistance to local
mitigation planning assessments communities to help them better plan within the
activities. for local floodplain. The Risk MAP program in Washington
jurisdictions. State is a partnership between Ecology and FEMA,
in consultation with DNR and EMD. Ecology gives
local communities the tools and expertise to better
understand their flood risk. Risk MAP delivers high-
quality data, risk assessment tools and mitigation
expertise to communities, tribes, and state and
local agencies in their efforts to reduce the risks
from natural hazards including floods,
earthquakes, wildfire and landslides.
RiskMAP EMD mitigation CTP funds Each fiscal year, FEMA provides federal assistance
Cooperating participates as a support through a cooperative agreement with eligible
Technical Partners | cooperative technical mitigation CTPs to perform various projects and activities that
partner in the RiskMAP | specialists at stimulate and support the ability of the NFIP State
program. DNR, ECY, Coordinating Agencies and NFIP participating
EMD, and communities to continue their ongoing regulatory

COM. Program

NFIP responsibilities, as well as support the ability




Mitigation

State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP Funding Description
can also fund of states, communities, and the public and private
work at the sector in efforts to mitigate their natural hazard
local level, risk.
depending on
national
priorities set
each year.

Washington State Plan elements 2012 Climate Response Strategy lays out climate
Climate Response incorporated into change risks and some mitigation measures.
Plan SEHMP.
Emergency Drought Provides grants and loans for emergency water
Agricultural Water mitigation supply projects in declared drought areas to help
Supply Funds (RCW support for irrigated crops and fisheries survive.
43.83B.415, WAC agricultural
173-166) areas.

Department of

Enterprise

Services, State

Building Code

Council




. . Mitigation .
State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP Funding Description

Department of
Fish and
wildlife

Department of
Health




. . Mitigation .
State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP Description

Funding




. . Mitigation .
State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP Description

Funding




. . Mitigation .
State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP Description

Funding




. . Mitigation .
State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP Description

Funding




State Agency Program

Department of
Natural
Resources

and Earth
Resources / State
Geological Survey
(WAC 332)

Division of Geology

Relationship to SEHMP

EMD mitigation and
EMD geological hazards
programs work closely
with the Division of
Geology at DNR. They
are also major partners
for plan updates and
periodic FEMA
consultations.

Mitigation
Funding

Evaluates geologic hazards, develops hazard maps,
conducts damage assessment following disasters,
and provides advice on mitigation measures.

Description

FireWise Program

FireWise is an important
source of public
information materials
encouraging personal
mitigation for the
wildfire hazard.

Provides homeowners and communities with
information on how best to protect their homes
and facilities from the risk of wildland fire.




State Agency

Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation

Funding

Description

Community
Wildfire Protection
Plans

In 2016, the
Washington
Department of Natural
Resources issued
Community Assistance
Grants in order to
support local
jurisdictions in
developing CWPPs.
These plans were
developed using
requirements matching
FEMA's hazard
mitigation planning
requirements and may
be integrated into local
hazard mitigation plans.

As of 2017, EMD
mitigation is working to
encourage jurisdictions
to incorporate CWPPs
into their natural hazard
mitigation plans as
those plans are
updated. Technical
assistance is being
provided to do this.

Working with
USFS, DNR
supports local
communities
in developing
community
wildfire
protection
plans. A
number of
those plans
are funded
through grants
from USFS and
DNR.

In order to access federal funding authorized by
the Federal Healthy Forests Restoration Act of
2003, communities must prepare a CWPP. The
CWPP may address issues such as wildfire
response, hazard mitigation, community
preparedness, and structure protection.

Forest Stewardship
Program

Funding
supports
family

Helps family forestland owners with hazard
reduction training and funding to assist with




State Agency

Department of
Transportation

Program

Bridge Seismic
Retrofit Program

Relationship to SEHMP

The Seismic Retrofit
Program is a primary
mitigation strategy for
Washington. It is

Mitigation o
. Description
Funding
forestland thinning and other actions to reduce wildfire
owners in fire | hazard.
hazard

mitigation.

Funding is The purpose of the Seismic Retrofit program is to
directly tied to | minimize and avoid catastrophic bridge failures by
seismic risk strengthening bridges and structures to resist

reduction future earthquakes. More than 900 bridges are




State Agency

Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation

Funding

Description

responsible for the
development of the I-5
corridor lifeline.

through
bridge
retrofits.

part of the Bridge Seismic Retrofit Program. These
bridges are located on state routes basically west
of a line drawn through the center of Washington
State (west of Wenatchee and Yakima). Retrofit
priorities are based on seismic risk of a site,
structural detail deficiencies, and route
importance. Since 1991, WSDOT has invested
nearly $194 million to strengthen bridges.

Bridges in the Seismic Retrofit Program as of December 2016

Comipletely Retrofitted (Foundations excluded]
Partially Retrofitted

Meeding Retrofitting

Under Contract

Tatal

Source WEDOT Bridge CHfice

Federal Highways
Bridge Program

Funds bridge
repair and
rehabilitation
including for
seismic and

flood hazards.

Funds repair and rehabilitation of locally-owned
bridges, to include seismic retrofit and scour
mitigation.

Emergency Relief
Program

Funds repairs
to federal-aid
roads and
bridges.

Funds temporary and permanent repairs to
federal-aid roads and bridges damaged by natural
disaster. Funds “betterments” that provide a
reasonable assurance of preventing future disaster
damage.

Washington
Transportation
Plan 2030

The Washington Transportation Plan (WTP) is a
comprehensive and balanced statewide
transportation plan that establishes a 20-year
vision for the development of the statewide




. . Mitigation o
State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP Description

Funding




. . Mitigation .
State Agency Program Relationship to SEHMP Funding Description
undi

Governor’s
Office




State Agency

Military
Department /
Emergency
Management
Division

Program

Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Primary source for
mitigation planning and

project funds.

Mitigation
Funding

Post-disaster
grant program
funding
eligible
mitigation
projects.

Description

This program, available after a Presidential disaster
declaration, funds hazard mitigation plans and
cost-effective projects that reduce or eliminate the
effects of hazards and/or vulnerability to future
disaster damage. Typically, the state provides a
portion of the required non-federal match (12.5%).




State Agency

Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation

Funding

Description

Program priorities are set for each disaster, but
generally include buyouts of SRL/RL properties.

Public Assistance Eligible This program, available after a Presidential disaster
Program — Hazard projects can, declaration, allows mitigation measures to be
Mitigation Funding during designed into projects to repair or restore public
under Section 406 recovery, facilities damaged by the disaster event.
(Stafford Act) implement
cost-effective
mitigation
measures.
Pre-Disaster Major source for Primary pre- This annual, nationally competitive program funds
Mitigation Grant mitigation planning and | disaster hazard mitigation plans and cost-effective projects
Program project funds. mitigation that reduce or eliminate the effects of hazards
grants for and/or vulnerability to future disaster damage.
local, state,
and eligible
non-profit
entities.
Flood Mitigation Funding for local Flood risk This program funds flood mitigation plans,
Assistance Program | mitigation projects. reduction provides technical assistance, and funds
mitigation construction projects that reduce flood risk to
funding insured, repetitive/severe repetitive loss
available for properties. The FMA program provides a 90/10%
planning, federal/state split for SRL/RL buyouts.

acquisitions,
and
elevations,
among other
things.




State Agency

Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation

Funding

Description

National Tsunami
Hazard Mitigation
Program

Mitigation strategy in
the SEHMP.

Funds public
information,
modeling, and
support to WA
state tsunami
program.
Funds
installation of

This program provides tsunami modeling for
preparedness planning, mitigation initiatives, and
public education; provides warning guidance to
local jurisdictions; and facilitates installation of all-
hazard alert systems in coastal areas.

sirens along
the coast.
Earthquake Mitigation Strategy in Provides coordination and oversight of seismic
Program the SEHMP safety programs, supports public education and
mitigation planning, and provides tools to support
seismic hazard reduction.
Mitigation Planning EMD provides advanced technical assistance to
Technical local jurisdictions to develop local natural hazard
Assistance mitigation plans that are consistent with individual
jurisdiction needs and priorities.
National Provides Since NEHRP's creation, it has become the Federal
Earthquake grants for government's coordinated long-term nationwide
Hazards Reduction projects that program to reduce risks to life and property in the
Program facilitate United States that result from earthquakes. The
NEHRP goals. | four basic NEHRP goals are:

e Develop effective practices and policies for
earthquake loss reduction and accelerate
their implementation.

e Improve techniques for reducing
earthquake vulnerabilities of facilities and
systems.




State Agency

Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation

Funding

Description

e Improve earthquake hazards identification
and risk assessment methods, and their
use.

e Improve the understanding of earthquakes
and their effects.

NEHRP is managed as a collaborative effort among
FEMA, the National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST), the National Science
Foundation (NSF), and the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS)

Integrated Fixed
Facility Radiological
and Chemical
Protection Plan

Shared data sources
with the technological
hard inventory and
analysis.

2008 plan provides a one-source document for the
various fixed facilities, six Washington counties,
and multiple state and federal agencies that are
directly involved in emergency planning for these
facilities.

Volcano Program

The division coordinates the efforts of workgroups
for each of the state’s five volcanoes, and helps in
the development of response, preparedness and
mitigation initiatives.

Recreation and
Conservation
Office

Salmon Recovery
Funding Board
(RCW 77.85)

Funding from
the SRB can be
combined
with
mitigation
dollars to
create a multi-
benefit project
to restore

Provides grants to protect and restore salmon
habitat which includes acquisition of land in
floodplains.




State Agency

Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation
Funding

Description

floodplain
function.

Aquatic Lands
Enhancement
Account (RCW
79.90, 79.105, WAS
286-42)

Funding from
the can be
combined
with
mitigation
dollars to
create a multi-
benefit project
to restore
floodplain
function.

Provides grants to buy, protect, and restore
aquatic lands habitat and to provide public access
to the waterfront.

Estuary and
Salmon Restoration
Program

Funding from
the SRB can be
combined
with
mitigation
dollars to
create a multi-
benefit project
to restore
floodplain
function.

Provides grants to restore or protect Puget Sound
near-shore ecosystem processes and functions.

Land and Water
Conservation Fund
(WAC 286-40)

Funding can
be used for
acquisitions,
which can
limit
development

Provides grants to buy or develop public outdoor
recreation areas and facilities.




State Agency

Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation

Funding

Description

in hazardous

areas.
Washington Funding can Provides grants for local and state parks, trails,
Wildlife and be used for water access, state land conservation and
Recreation multi-benefit restoration, farmland preservation, and habitat
Program (RCW projects, conservation.

77.85, WAC protecting

286.27) critical areas

from
development
and people
from hazards.

County Road
Administration
Board

Rural Arterial
Program (RCW
36.78 and 46.68,
WAC 136-163)

Funds
restoration
work on rural
roads to pre-
disaster
conditions or
in some cases
current design

Under Emergency and Emergent Provisions, the
program provides funding for temporary or
permanent restoration work on rural roads and
bridges to pre-disaster condition; it may include
reconstruction to current design standards. In
some cases, the Board may provide 100% of a
county’s required matching funds for federal
funding on a project.

standards,
which could
include
mitigation.
Transportation | Six grant programs Grant Grant funds can reimburse local jurisdictions for
Improvement for local programs mitigation items that do not exceed state or
Board transportation support federal requirements.
projects (RCW infrastructure
47.26, WAC 479) projects




State Agency

Program

Relationship to SEHMP

Mitigation

Funding

Description

University of
Washington,
and various
partner
organizations

Pacific Northwest
Seismic Network

Operates network of seismographs whose data
help scientists understand Pacific Northwest
earthquake hazards and predict volcanic eruptions
at Mount St. Helens. Network scientists are active
in public outreach and education for these hazards.




