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Legal Authorities
Federal Clean Air Act: EPA…sets National Ambient Air Quality Standards

WA Clean Air Act: RCW 70.94
Declaration of public policies and purpose.
It is declared to be the public policy to preserve, protect, and enhance the air quality 
for current and future generations. Air is an essential resource that must be protected 
from harmful levels of pollution. Improving air quality is a matter of statewide concern 
and is in the public interest. It is the intent of this chapter to secure and maintain levels 
of air quality that protect human health and safety, including the most sensitive 
members of the population, to comply with the requirements of the federal clean air 
act, to prevent injury to plant, animal life, and property, to foster the comfort and 
convenience of Washington's inhabitants, to promote the economic and social 
development of the state, and to facilitate the enjoyment of the natural attractions of 
the state.

https://www.mil.wa.gov/uploads/pdf/PLANS/esf-8-appendix-5-attachment-1-severe-smoke-episodes-2017.pdf

https://www.mil.wa.gov/uploads/pdf/PLANS/esf-8-appendix-5-attachment-1-severe-smoke-episodes-2017.pdf


1: Monitoring current conditions and collecting data history.

2:  Managing sources that are under our authority, such as agricultural burning, residential outdoor 
burning, indoor wood smoke, and other industrial sources.

3: Forecasting meteorological and air quality conditions toward making decisions intended to maintain air 
quality (issuing burn bans, wildfire smoke forecasts etc.).

4:  Studying human health impacts toward trying to provide information to the public regarding current 
air quality impacts on their lives (WAQA index).

How do we do it?



Air monitoring data
State AQ monitoring map: 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/enviwa/default.ltr.aspx
WA only, multiple pollutants, can download data

WA Smoke blog: http://wasmoke.blogspot.com
Nationwide data, PM2.5 only, not easy to download data

Advisory levels: 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/enviwa/default.ltr.aspx
http://wasmoke.blogspot.com/


Smoke forecasting

Statewide outlook in addition to ARA reports

Use multiple modeling products

Posted to smoke blog 
http://wasmoke.blogspot.com

http://wasmoke.blogspot.com/


Collaboration with LAAs, Tribes, USFS, WADNR, EPA, 
DoH & local HDs

• Issuing AQ forecasts 
and alerts when poor 
air is expected to 
remain

• Partners use our data 
& forecasts to inform 
their citizenry

• When feasible, 
deploy temporary 
monitors to hard- hit 
areas



1 million hits in August
1.5  million hits/400K read blog 

Air monitoring page
overloaded

Television
Radio
Newspaper

Video watched 145K times

Coordinated Communications

Media shares our 
Facebook & Tweets on 
websites


















