
Maximilian Dixon ɀEarthquake Program Manager
Keily Yemm ɀTsunami Program Coordinator

WA Emergency Management Division





What is a Tsunami?



Local Tsunamis: The first waves could reach the 
Washington coast within 15 to 20 minutes.

Å Cascadia Subduction Zone Fault

Å Seattle and Tacoma Faults

Distant Tsunamis: Waves higher than 3 feet could 
reach the Washington coast within 3 hours or more.

Å Alaska 1964

Å Tohoku 2011

Distant vs Local Tsunamis
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