
EMAG 

NOTES 

May 7, 2015 

Attendants: Ed Lewis, Gary Jensen (WSU/Pullman), Sandi Duffey, Peter Antolin, Robert Ezelle, Ute 
Weber, John Ufford, Kurt Hardin, Walt Hubbard, Randy August (Colville Tribe), Ada McDaniel, Pattijean 
Hooper, Lee Shipman, Scott Heinze, JoAnn Boggs, Jason Biermann (Snohomish County), Chuck Wallace, 
Barb Graff, Kent Sisson, Eric Brooks, John Pennington, Jay Weise 

Visitors: Uriel Iniguez, Michael Itti, Karina Shagren (WMD), Nancy Bickford (WMD) 

I. Opened: 1302 
II. Welcome - Ezelle mentioned that several members are concerned with the time commitment.  The

last all-day work session is scheduled for June unless the group decides to add more throughout the
year.  Members do not have to attend every meeting as long as their workgroups are progressing.

III. Strategies for Limited English Proficient (LEP) communities in times of disaster or emergencies
a. Washington State Commission on Hispanic Affairs, Uriel Iniguez, Executive Director (see 

Attachment 1)
i. Issues appeared during the 2014 Fires and flooding in Gig Harbor.  Response efforts

are focused at the local level, state should provide translation and other services.
ii. How can we improve the process? Who is reaching out to LEP communities at the

local level?
iii. The younger population of Latinos are more proficient in English.  Some schools are

90% Hispanic.  King, Snohomish, and Pierce counties have the highest Latino
populations in the state.

iv. There was disparity between the English and Spanish media during fires.  English
versions were stating to “get out” while Spanish versions stating everything was ok.
There are three radio programs in the Hispanic community located throughout the
state.  These radio stations are extremely critical in the community because most
have a low socioeconomic status and a high number are migrant workers.
Geography plays an important role as well.  Within the Latino community, radio is
the #1 media source, followed by TV, then newspapers, then word of
mouth/communities.  Cell phone usage is higher than any other community with
texting as the driving force.

v. Best to build relationships that con/do connect with the community: Churches,
clinics, etc.  Need to combine the relationship with individual promotion.

vi. Develop a strategy for population increases (harvesting times) to include employers,
churches, camps, stores.

b. Washington State Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs, Michael Itti, Executive
Director (See Attachment 2)



i. There are 47 different ethnic groups categorized in this area.
ii. Develop partnerships with community organizations.  Utilize outreach programs

already in place.
iii. ½ of the AAI populations is in King County
iv. Need to verify the translation quality

c. Ute requested a list of resources and who is asking for help in each county.
d. Contact information requested (see Attachment 3)
e. Public Health has done a lot of mapping for Affordable Care Act.  They may be a good

resource to find statistics.
f. Brynne Walker (EMD) presented on the outreach during the flooding in Grays Harbor.

i. Tsunami signs in Spanish
ii. From Chuck Wallace – funding came through on TTT for school training

IV. Catastrophic Planning of EMAG and SCIPT (Statewide Catastrophic Planning Team) – Jason Biermann
a. Concern over the EMAG’s and SCIPT’s missions conflicting.
b. Idea – EMAG is the policy level whereas SCIPT is the “nuts and bolts”
c. Need to have a conversation with the SCIPT, Is the SCIPT a part of EMAG?
d. Current products cannot just be upscaled for catastrophic
e. Where are the touch points between the two groups?

i. Resource Management
ii. Command and Control to prevent choke points

iii. Open lines of communication, Planners to EMs/Directors
f. Recommendations:

i. ID the scope of each group,
ii. Delineate roles and objectives,

iii. EMAG provide policy while SCIPT do the work,
iv. Turn SCIPT into a workgroup of the EMAG with the SCIPT focusing on five areas:

Public Information, Resource Management, C3, ???, ???
g. Task to Jason Biermann – Provide a full sentence list of activities and policy issue list from

SCIPT and the EMAG will review, deliberate, and compare them to the EMAG objectives.
DEADLINE: June 11, 2015

V. New Proposals 
a. Rapid EMAT Formation

i. Based on John Pennington’s white paper.  He has a team ready to go at this time.
There is a lack of a process for notification for help.

ii. Questions raised:
1. How is notification done?
2. What constitutes a team? – EOC Support

iii. Need to lean forward and request/plan for EMAT support
iv. Use WAMAS for liability issues
v. State needs to find a way for: Inventory, notification, and centralized focus for how

administered.
vi. Survey and formation done at local level



vii. Recommendation:
1. Administer similar to EMAC by sending in an A-Team

viii. Task – revisit at June meeting, setup a workgroup to work on the details
b. Standardization Workgroup – Operational Rhythm for all EOC’s

i. Standard business clock, standard phase terminology
ii. Statewide definition and consistently applied across all EOCs in the state and

optional rhythm
iii. Tasks –

1. Develop Workgroup, Hardin volunteered
2. Define Phases
3. Statewide planning clock
4. Assign to SCIPT with EMAG representation

VI. Legislative Update
a. Nancy Bickford, Washington Military Department Intergovernmental Affairs (See Attachment 4)

VII. Workgroup due outs
a. Preparedness systems Workgroup – working to build guidelines from summer, looking at

information and capture information needed annually, finalization of WAC 118.30, will test
before finalization

b. WebEOC User
i. Defines use of service

ii. Defines Public Records responsibility
iii. EMD will mail out the agreement and policy for legal counsel review within the

week
c. EMPG Applications

i. Application turned in on time
ii. EMD Grants team sent out workbooks to locals with added performance metrics

iii. Exercise and Training reporting by person now
iv. EMAG will need to help with reviewing tribal applications
v. EMD Grants team will be holding workshops the end of the May with locals

vi. Adding Marysville, Mercer Island and Yakima is causing problems, EMD Grants team
will partner with EMAG to resolve.

vii. Task – EMD Grants section will send out funding level to EMAG
d. Resource Ordering

i. Are people doing the outreach required?
ii. Ufford provided additional interpretations on the slides

iii. EMAG will introduce this at WSEMA
VIII. Concluded: 1600

Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 1



Attachment 2



Attachment 2



Attachment 3



May 2015

2015 
Legislative Session

Emergency 

Management Bills that 

Passed the Legislature
Nancy Bickford

Intergovernmental Affairs & 

Policy Director

Washington Military Department
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Washington State Legislature 2015

House & Senate Activity 2015 # Bills

House # Bills Introduced 1455

Senate # of Bills Introduced 1302

Total Bills Introduced 2015 2757

Total # Bills Passed 
Legislature in 2015 309 (11.2%)
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EM Related Legislation - 2015

Bill Title Provisions

HB 1047 Continuity of 
Operations 
Planning

Continuity of Operations Planning (COOP) is not 
currently defined or addressed in any statue – only in 
Governor directives. 
• Amends RCW 38.52.010 to add a definition to state 

law for Continuity of Operations Planning (COOP)

• Amends RCW 38.52.020 (Emergency Management 
Policy and Purpose) expressing the need for 
development and exercise of continuity of 
operations plans by the state.

• Amends RCW 38.52.030 (Director Responsibilities) 
to include being responsible for implementing and 
conducting a program for interagency coordination 
of continuity of Operations planning by state 
agencies boards and commissions.

• Amends RCW 38.52.030 to require each state 
agency, board and commission to develop an 
organizational COOP plan that is updated and 
exercised annually.
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EM Related Legislation - 2015

Bill Title Provisions

SB 
5088

Geological 
Hazard 
Assessment

• DNR must apply the best practicable technology, 
including lidar, to identify and map geological hazards 
and to estimate potential hazard consequences and 
occurrence probabilities. 

• DNR must coordinate with state and local 
government agencies to compile existing data, 
including hazard maps and geotechnical reports, and 
use the best practicable technology to acquire and 
process new data or update deficient data. 

• DNR must create and maintain a publicly available 
database of the maps and data it collects.

• Activities DNR performs for the state geological 
survey are added as an allowable purpose for funds 
in the surveys and maps account.
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EM Related Legislation - 2015
Bill Title Provisions

HB 
1389

State Fire 
Service/Disasters • Redefines and expands the term "mobilization" 

to authorize mobilization of risk resources in 
response to natural and man-made incidents, 
including but not limited to wildland fires, 
landslides, earthquakes, floods, and contagious 
diseases.

• Prohibits fire resources from being mobilized to 
assist with police activities during a civil protest 
or demonstration.

• Requires the Washington State Patrol to 
annually report on the uses and costs of the 
mobilization plan for non-fire suppression 
emergencies and disasters.
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Bill Title Provisions

ESHB 
1449

Oil Trans 
Safety

• LEPC must review their hazmat emergency response plans 
annually and submit to the SERC at least every five years.

• Prevention Account may be used for oil and hazardous material 
emergency response planning (4 FTEs) for two biennium. Military 
Dep must report to the Gov and Leg progress of local emergency 
planning toward meeting EPCRA planning requirements and 
recommendations for policy, funding and source of funding by 1 
Mar 2018.

• ECY must provide grants to emergency responders for oil and 
hazardous materials spill response and firefighting equipment.

•Oil definition redefined in oil spill prevention, cleanup and 
financial responsibility laws to mean any kind of oil that is liquid 
at 25 degrees Celsium and 1 atmosphere of pressure

• Facilities that receive oil from railroad cars must provide 
advanced notice to the ECY.  Notice must include route taken to 
facility, time, location, volume, gravity and region of crude oil on 
a weekly basis.  ECY may share with MIL & EM responders and 
organizations.

EM Related Legislation - 2015
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Bill Title Provisions

ESHB 
1449

Oil Trans 
Safety

(Continued)

• Financial Assurance Reports – Railroads that transport oil 
as bulk cargo must provide information to UTC on their 
ability to pay for a worst-case spill.

• Oil Spill Plans – Railroads must submit oil spill 
contingency plans to ECY in the same manner as 
terminals, refineries and other covered facilities.

• Best Achievable Protection Standard – Marine vessel 
standard is also applied to facilities’ equipment that is part 
of their contingency plans (e.g., refinery)

• By Dec 2015 ECY must submit to Leg a review of 
Geographic Response Plans (GRP) that have been 
completed under state and fed requirements and progress 
reports in 2017, 2019 and 2021.

• Oil Response Account may be used for spills in expected 
to be in excess of $1K

EM Related Legislation - 2015
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Bill Title Provisions

ESHB 
1449

Oil Trans 
Safety

(Continued)

• Pilotage commission may adopt rules to require tug 
escorts and other safety measures in Grays Harbor that 
apply to oil tankers >40 tons.

• ECY to evaluate traffic management and safety within and 
near the mouth of the Columbia and report to Leg by Jun 
30, 2018.

• UTC reg fee is increased from 1.5% to 2.5% of railroads’ 
gross intrastate operating revenue (does not apply to short 
line railroads.)

• UTC may enter private property to conduct hazardous 
materials inspections, investigations and surveillance.

• UTC may adopt safety strandards for private road 
crossings of railroads used to transport crude oil.  Cities 
over 10K pop. Can elect to participate in this private 
crossing program.

EM Related Legislation - 2015
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Bill Title Provisions

ESHB 
2093

Forest Fire 
Suppression

• Requires the Commissioner of Public Lands 
(Commissioner) to appoint a wildland fire liaison 
who generally represents the interests and 
concerns of landowners and the public during fire 
suppression activities of the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

• Requires the Commissioner to appoint and 
maintain a Wildland Fire Advisory Committee to 
advise the Commissioner on all matters related to 
wildland firefighting in the state.

• Authorizes a person to enter public or private 
land, subject to restrictions, in order to extinguish 
or control a wildland fire when fighting the 
wildland fire is a public necessity due to an 
imminent danger.

EM Related Legislation - 2015
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Bill Title Provisions

ESHB 
2093

Forest Fire 
Suppression

(continued)

• Requires the DNR to compile and annually update 
master lists of qualified fire suppression 
contractors who have valid incident qualifications 
for the type of work to be performed; make the 
lists available to county legislative authorities, 
emergency management departments, and local 
fire districts; and enter into preemptive 
agreements with landowners in possession of 
firefighting capability that may be used in wildland 
fire suppression efforts.

EM Related Legislation - 2015
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Bill Title Provisions

ESSB 
5158

Call Location 
Info/

Emergency

• Requires wireless telecommunications providers to 
provide the location and call information of a 
telecommunications device when requested by a law 
enforcement agency responding to a call for emergency 
services or in an emergency situation that involves the 
risk of death or serious physical harm to a person.

• Provides guidelines that law enforcements agencies 
must follow prior to obtaining location and call 
information of a telecommunications device.

• Requires the Washington State Patrol (WSP) to maintain 
a database with emergency contact information for all of 
the wireless telecommunications providers and make the 
information immediately available upon request from 
law enforcement.

• Requires the Secretary of State to make records 
available from the Address Confidentiality Program to 
the WSP for the purpose of providing the location and 
call information of a telecommunications device in 
response to an emergency situation.
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Bill Title Provisions

SSB 
5591

Emergency 
Medical 
Services/

Program

• Authorizes emergency medical services providers 
that levy an emergency medical services tax and 
federally recognized Indian tribes to establish 
community assistance referral and education 
services programs (programs).

• Allows emergency medical technicians, advanced 
emergency medical technicians, and paramedics 
to provide care in nonemergency and non- life 
threatening situations if they are participating in a 
program and the care provided does not exceed 
their training and certification standards.

EM Related Legislation - 2015
Attachment 4



Bill Title Provisions

ESHB 
1980

Sunshine 
Committee 
Records

Implements the sunshine committee's 
recommendations on exemptions from disclosure 
with regard to: 
(1) Certain financial information identifiable to an individual that 

concerns the amount and conditions of his or her assets, 
liabilities, or credit including social security numbers;

(2) Information relating to enhanced 911 
emergency communications systems and 
emergency notification systems;

(3) Information contained in a local or regionally maintained gang 
database; and
(4) Proprietary reports or information obtained by the Washington 
pollution liability insurance program director in soliciting bids from 
insurers.
Allows participants' names, general locations, and point of contact 
to be disclosed to other persons who apply for ride-matching 
services and who need that information in order to identify potential 
riders or drivers with whom to share ride.
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